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Excavations at Breedon-on-the-Hill, 1946 
by 

Kathleen M. Kenyon, M.A., F.S.A. 

With a discussion of pottery of similar type from Leicestershire, 
Lincolnshire and Northamptonshire, based on material collected 
by F. Cottrill, M.A., and G. C. Dunning, M.A ., F.S.A. 

I. INTRODUCTION 

In 1945 the Leicestershire Archaeological Society called the 
attention of the Council for British Archaeology to the destruction 
by quarrying of part of the presumed Iron Age camp at Breedon-on
the-Hill in N. W. Leicestershire. The Council consulted the Ancient 
Monuments Branch of the Ministry of Works, and as a result the 
Ministry arranged for the excavations here reported on to be under
taken for a fortnight in July 1946. 

The greatest possible co-operation was given in this work by the 
Breedon and Cloud Hill Lime Works Ltd., the owners of the site. 
The firm readily gave permission for the excavations and provided 
the Ministry with labour and tools. Capt. G. F. Shields, the 
Managing Director, took a great interest in the work, and to him and 
Mrs. Shields the excavators owe most sincere thanks for very great 
personal kindness. 

I was assisted in the work by a number of volunteers, who did 
much manual labour as well as the detailed archaeological clearance. 
All were invaluable, but I would like especially to mention the help 
given by Miss D. Ashcroft, Miss Virginia Royds, Mr. R. F. H. 
Summers and Mr. and Mrs. James Kirkman. 

I am most grateful to Mr. I. W. Cornwall and Dr. J. W. Jackson 
for their reports on the human burials and animal bones respectively. 

The publication of this paper has been assisted by grants from 
the Ministry of Works and the Council for British Archaeology. 

Breedon Hill is in the extreme north-west corner of Leicester
shire, 8½ miles S.S.W. of Derby (0.S. 1 11 Sheet 121, National Grid 
reference 406234; 0.S. r/2500 Leicester IX II and Leicester IX r5). 
The hill stands isolated in a basin, surrounded by rather lower hills 
at a distance of about a mile. To the north, it looks out over the 
valley of the Trent, the river being some 2½ miles away at the nearest 
point, while small tributaries pass on either side of the hill. To the 
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west, the most northerly spurs of Charnwood Forest lie about 4 
miles away, and these hills form the southern half of the horizon, 
rising in the south-east to a height of 800 ft. O.D. at a distance of 
about 7 miles from Breedon. To the east, the highlands of east 
Leicestershire are visible on the horizon, across the valley of the 
Soar, another of the tributaries of the Trent, at a distance of about 
16 miles. 

The hill is striking in appearance, rising very steeply on all sides 
from the surrounding country, the summit attaining 400 ft. O.D., 
while the average level at the base is 250 ft. The contours are 
rounded, the gentler slopes being to the north. The summit forms 
a nearly flat plateau, a pointed oval in shape, with the point to the 
north, of which the surviving area is 18 · 5 acres, while some 5 acres 
have probably been removed by quarrying. In the vertical air 
photograph (pl. I) the line of the roads A-A marks the base of 
the hill, and the line of bushes B-B the edge of the plateau and the 
ramparts which follow it. 

The formation of the hill is Magnesian limestone, which is valuable 
for roadmaking and other purposes. The modern quarry works are 
removing a complete sector of the hill, with a quarry face of some 
120 feet in height (pl. IIA). There are also many traces of old 
surface quarrying, most of the slopes of the hill being mutilated in 
this way. The present quarry face is only advancing slowly, owing 
to the great height of face being worked. Between a plan made in 
1942 and the date of the excavations, a curved face has been squared 
off and carried out to the eastern edge, but the maximum penetration 
hardly advanced. 

The summit plateau is surrounded by a single bank and ditch. 
For most of the circuit, the bank rises very steeply from the outside, 
aided by the sharpness of the natural slope. The ditch in only a 
very few places has survived mutilation by quarrying. Internally 
the bank only rises steeply from the interior level in a few places, 
as there seems to have been a considerable levelling up of the natural 
slope inside it, probably with overburden from quarrying. On the 
west half of the plateau stands the church of St. Mary and St. 
Hardulph. The date of the present building is mainly thirteenth 
century; but the early foundation of the church is attested by the 
eighth-century Saxon carvings incorporated in it. These 
carvings are the subject of a discussion by Sir Alfred Clapham, 1 

who shows reason to deduce the existence of an early Saxon 
monastery. 

lArchaeologia, vol. lxxvii. 
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II. THE EXCAVATIONS, 1946 

A. Defences 

The ramparts, or "The Bulwarks", which is their local name, 
follow, as has already been said, the crest of the plateau. They 
seem to have consisted of a single bank and ditch, but the 
exterior is too extensively mutilated to be sure, on the one hand, 
that they were nowhere multiplied, or, on the other, that the ditch 
is always present, though in both cases this appears to be the fact. 
The slope on the outside is extremely steep on the east and rather 
less steep on the west. Most of the south end has disappeared. 

Only one certainly ancient entrance can be traced, in the 
middle of the west side. There is today a track which leads up 
through the ramparts on the east side, immediately opposite the 
west entrance, but there is no clear evidence that this is original, and 
the slope of the ground, about one in three, makes it improbable. 

The ground outside the west entrance is cut up by old quarry 
workings, but it is probable that the original approach must have 
been zig-zag, running north up the slope of the hill, and then 
curving round to run south along the line of the ramparts up to 
the entrance, a line followed by an existing track. There is a slight 
surface suggestion of some outworks opposite the entrance, but 
excavation would be necessary to disentangle possible ancient 
features from quarry workings. 

The entrance itself is in-turned on both sides. The northern in
turn is followed by the churchyard wall, which prevents full investi
gation, while on the south there has been levelling, by quarrying and 
agriculture, into the hollow at the back of the ramparts. It is there
fore not possible at present to say what was the length of the in
turn. The passage way was, however, at least 100 ft. in length. 

A section 6 ft . wide and 14 ft. long from the edge of the modem 
track was cut into the northern side of the entrance (see section, 
pl. XIII). This showed that the core of the bank was of rubble, 
heaped at the back of a pile of earth, which may originally 
have been turf. This had been revetted at the front with timber 
uprights (at fairly wide intervals, since only one post-hole was found 
in the 6 ft. trench), either combined with, or superseded by, dry
stone walling. The post-hole was 9 ins. in diameter and 1 ft . 6 ins. 
deep, being mainly in the pre-rampart level of chocolate soil, but 
just penetrating into the underlying rock. No stones of the revet
ment were in place. They had not fallen into the earth which filled 
the post-hole, in which the stones were considerably smaller, but 
the lowest ones lay on a flattish surface above it. It does thus 
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appear possible that the post-holes represent an earlier stage in the 
defences, either without, or more probably with, the rampart, for the 
one found is rather shallowly bedded to have stood by itself, and 
that the dry-stone walling is secondary. A cobbled surface pre
sumably represents the original roadway, on to which the stone 
revetment had fallen (pl. IIIA), but most of it had been eroded away 
by the modern track. Part of the upper stone of a beehive quern 
was in the trough eroded into the original road surface. 

The main rampart cut (Section A, pl. XIII) was made in the 
north-east sector, in the field known as the Market Stead, which was 
one of the few places in which there did not appear to be consider
able later filling against the back of the rampart. The ditch here, 
however, had been quarried away. The summit of the rampart was 
approximately ten feet high above the underlying rock. The core 
was not completely excavated. 

Phase I. Beneath the rampart was a layer of chocolate soil 
overlying the rock. In it was a considerable number of pottery 
sherds, bones, charcoal and other occupation material, indicating 
that there was an appreciable amount of pre-rampart occupation. 

Phase II. rst rampart. The method of rampart construction 
was clearly indicated (see Section A, pl. XIII). First, a heap of 
turves was piled at the outer side, against a revetment which is 
discussed below (see pl. IVB and p. 21). Then rubble derived from 
the natural rock of the hill, presumably from the ditch cutting, was 
piled against this. When the rubble had spread to the desired width, 
a pile of earth, of typical occupation-earth appearance and contents 
(and presumably derived from the pre-rampart occupation level), 
was piled on the tail, with piled turves above, to control further 
spread, and the core of the rampart was added above. This rubble 
was capped with clay and gravel layers, above which was an 
indication of a turf-line. 

Phase Ill. znd ramp,art. Above the turf-line capping the rst 
rampart were additional layers of stones and earth with stones, 
raising the rampart by a surviving height of r ft. 6 ins. above the 
turf-line at the crest. This was sealed by the modern humus and turf, 
which over-lay a considerable depth of tumbled stones at the rear, 
indicating an appreciable additional original height. 

Revetment. In front of the piled turves at the front of the 
rampart were two post-holes cut into the rock to a depth of r ft. 
and above that through r ft. of the pre-rampart level, in which they 
were packed with stones (pl. IVA). They were found filled with 
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powdery chocolate soil, above which, but not in which, Jay col
lapsed revetment stones, none of which was in position. A second 
cut into the face of the rampart, 45 ft. north of the main cut, showed 
the same component features (Section B, pl. XIII). Here, above 
the piled turves, there were large bonldP.rs forming the front of the 
rubble core, which did not appear in the main cut. Here were also 
a few stones of the revetment which may have been in position, 
and which overlay the filled-in post-holes. It therefore appears 
that there may have been two phases in the revetment, first a 
palisade, associated either with wattling or with stone walling, and 
second a dry-stone wall. There are several points in the succession 
which are not clear on the available evidence. In the :first place, 
it is possible that the palisade was free-standing (as has been suggested, 
for instance, at Fridd Faldwyn)2 and associated with the pre-rampart 
occupation. This appears, on the face of it, to be suggested by the 
section in Cut B, where the piled turves of the front of the rampart 
partly overlie the filled-in post-hole. The filling of the post-hole 
was, however, extremely powdery, and exhibited no clear strati
fication, so that the turf-pile may well overlie the packing of the 
post-hole, but not the filling of the post itself, the edge of the turf
pile in fact corresponding to the probable position of this. Against 
the likelihood that it was free-standing is the fact that in both these 
cuts, and at the W. entrance, the position of the front of the turf or 
earth pile does exactly correspond with the position of the post
holes. Secondly it is not absolutely certain that the dry-stone 
walling is secondary to the post-holes, though again the sections in 
all three cuts suggest. that it was. Thirdly, there is no evidence· to 
prove the association of the two rampart phases with the two possible 
revetment phases, though naturally this is suggestive. 

, Finds. Sherds were found in the pre-rampart level, in the 
occupation earth piled at the rear of the first rampart, and pre
sumably derived from this level, and four from the core of the first 
rampart, two from near the top and two from the base. No sherds 
were found in the second rampart. Bones and other occupation 
material were plentiful. The sherds were extremely small in size. 
The only recognisable forms were, from the pre-rampart level, a 
rim, possibly d. fig. 3. 2, and a slightly splayed base1 and from 
the rst rampart, a rim, possibly cf. fig. 3. 3. The roost noticeable 
point ;i hont th~ pottery was, however, that the ware did not seem 
to be identical with that from the excavations in the interior. The 
most common sherds were of hard, smooth, sandy texture, red-

2Archaeologia Cambrensis, vol: xcvii. 
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brown or grey ware, which was not common in the main excavation 
area. Sherds of rough grey-brown, rather leathery-surfaced ware, 
which were common elsewhere, did appear, but there was not 
a single sherd showing the scored decoration so common on the rest 
of the site. The material from the rampart cut was far too scanty 
and too small in size to be conclusive, but it does seem just possible 
that the scored ware, which was so abundant in the pits and areas 
excavated, arrived late in the occupation of the site. The second 
period of the rampart, for which there was no pottery evidence, 
might belong to this phase. 

B. Interior of Camp 

Area I. (Plan, fig. 1) 

An area dig was carried out in approximately the centre of the 
camp. The main trench was 58 ft. in length, and IO ft. in width, 
excavated in 10 ft. squares with 2 ft. baulks between. Some of the 
squares were extended on either side of the main trench. The 
average depth of soil to the crumbled rock surface was 2 ft. The 
whole area was found to have in it inhumation burials, which cut 
into an earlier deposits. 

I. Pre-graves. In the north half of the trench, in squares C, 
D and E, the graves were cut directly into the natural. Running 
from Square A into Square B, however, there was a pit, which, if 
it was continuous, as it appeared to be (the intervening baulk was 
not removed), was 8 ft. in diameter, in which there was a consider
able amount of Iron Age pottery (see p. 27), bones and other 
occupation material. Above this pit, and cut into its filling, were 
two post-holes, with a straight gulley between, which seemed to be 
part of a hut, but the rest of it could not be traced. The pottery in 
the gulley and post-holes was Iron Age. 

2. Grave fillings. The graves were shallow, only some I ft. 
6 ins. in depth, the level which covered the natural sealing them 
also. In all, 23 graves were either cleared or located, lying 
apparently in three rows running north and south, with about a 
foot between the rows (plan, fig'. 1). The skeletons were all orien
tated east and west, with the . heads to the west. All were fully 
extended and lying on their backs. The skeletons were, in many 
cases, so close together, with no sign of division of graves, that they 
appeared to be simultaneous burials, especially the continuous row 
in Squares D and E (pls. VA and VB). One skeleton had an 
apparently intentional cairn of stones on its head and shoulders (pl. 
VIA). The grave of skeleton 20 was cut into that of 19 (pl. VIB), 
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which was the only evidence of sequence. There were three iron 
nails in the grave of skeleton 18, which was the only sign of a 
possible coffin. The skeletons are reported upon on pp. 70-2. 

The filling of the graves contained absolutely no pottery except 
Iron Age, of which there was a fair quantity. In such records as 
there are of other finds of skeletons on the Hill, similar associations 
appear. There is, therefore, no evidence from associated finds for 
assigning to the burials a date other than Iron Age, and they are 
certainly pre-medieval, for there is a considerable amount of 
medieval pottery in the upper levels, which would have been intro
duced into the graves if they had been dug subsequently. The 
suspicion does, however, arise that they are associated with the 
early Saxon Church and monastery presumed to have existed on 
the hill . The orderly rows, the position and orientation, and the 
report on the skeletons all suggest a Christian grave-yard, and the 
extensiveness of the cemetery suggests that it can hardly have 
belonged to a time when the hill-top was occupied other than by a 
religious establishment. The cemetery apparently stretched at 
least 150 feet south of the excavated area, since skeletons were 
recorded there and intermediately by the late Mr. T. A. Dalman, 
and less accurate reports tell of them occurring even further out into 
the area now quarried away. 

3. Sealing graves. Sealing the graves was a level of stony soil 
with no associated structures, containing a considerable amount of 
Iron Age pottery. In its surface were a few medieval sherds, which ~ 
may have been trodden in from the layer above, or may belong to it. 

4. Medieval level. Above this level was a layer of speckly 
brown soil, with a considerable amount of medieval pottery, of 
which the general date is fifteenth century. Included with it were a 
very few small sherds of Roman ware. There was probably no 
actual medieval occupation of the hill-top, as the amount was hardly 
sufficient to suggest this, but it can be accounted for by the use of 
the church and po~ibly of the field known as Market Stead, still 
recorded in local traditions as the site of periodical markets, of 
which the use may go back to the Middle Ages. 

Area II 

Along the edge of the quarry face, an area had been 
cleared of . the overburden down to the rock, preparatory to 
quarrying. Here five small pits, cut into the rock for depths 
varying from 1 ft. 4 ins. to 2 ft. IO ins., irregular in plan and 
elevation, were cleared (pl. VII), and also one isolated post-hole 
1 ft. 1 in. deep. 
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Rescue digs 

Prior to the excavations, Mr. T. A. Dalman of Nottingham 
had, for many years, kept an eye on the site, and recovered 
many finds revealed by quarrying. In the years immediately 
preceding the excavations, Mr. F . Cottrill of the Leicester 
Museum had visited the site periodically, and excavated a 
number of pits revealed by the stripping of overburden, a 
work carried on by his successor at the Museum, Mr. T . Powell. 
Mr. Cottrill's finds, together with Mr. Powell's and some of Mr, 
Dalman's, now in the Leicester Museum, are included in the present 
report and in fact form the great bulk of the material from the site. 

III. THE FINDS AT BREEDON-ON-THE-HILL 

THE IRON-AGE POTTERY 

A fairly large amount of pottery was recovered during the 
excavations, mostly in small sherds. A considerably greater 
quantity, including a number of sections approaching completeness, 
was found in the rescue work and surface examinations carried out 
from time to time. 

All the sherds were hand-made with considerable irregularities 
in thickness in the same sherd. With a few exceptions, the ware 
appeared to be homogeneous. The majority of the variations 
appear to be due to unevenness in firing, and to some differences in 
surface treatment. The paste is fairly fine, with a number of very 
small greyish grits. The core · of the ware is darkish grey, firing at 
the exterior surface to varying shades of grey, grey-brown, buff 
and red, often with a mottled effect. Some sherds have the interior 
surface also fired reddish-brown. A very few are reddish-brown 
right through. Nearly 50% of the sherds had a rough grey brown 
surface with a slightly leathery finish, giving an impression of being 
roughly shaved with a knife. A further 20% had a similar finish, 
and may well have been different parts of the same pots, but were 
decorated with scoring. rn% had a surface which was sandy in 
texture, and the sherds tended to be rather harder than the last 
group, but the ware did not seem to be appreciably different. 3 
sherds only (r%) appeared to contain shell as grog, and a few had 
larger, whiter, grits than the majority. About rn% had a polished 
surface, of sherds varying from black to buff, but again the ware 
seemed to be similar. An analysis of wares by find-spots did not 
appear to reveal any significant differences of distribution, except 
that there was a preponderance of sherds with sandy texture in the 
pre-rampart level, and a complete absence of any scored sherds. 
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One black polished sherd came from it. The total number of 
sherds from the level (n) was, however, too small to draw any 
certain conclusion. 

The most striking feature about the pottery is its decoration 
by scoring, which occurred on nearly 25% of the sherds. The 
scoring varies in depth, but in the majority is deep, and carried 
out with a narrow, slightly pointed tool. It forms no regular 
pattern, but tends to be criss-cross in effect. There is nothing 
approaching the "eyebrow" pattern of Belgic storage jars, from 
which indeed the ware and hand-made technique differs completely. 
The scoring is commonest on the shoulder and girth of the pot, 
sometimes running up on to the neck, but in some instances extends 
right down to the base. 

The form of the vessels is uninspiri~g. The commonest forms 
are large situlate pots with short necks and very degenerate rounded 
shoulders; smaller situlate pots, all with rounded shoulders and 
tending to be globular; pots of rather similar general form, but with 
slightly-out-curved necks and thin rims; and a few almost neckless 
pots. Bowl forms are rare, and the few examples are thick and 
heavy. Bases are invariably flat, and tend to be splayed or 
thickened outwards. 

From 1946 Excavations 
Cut A 

Phase I. Pre-Rampart. Fairly thin upright rim, possibly cf. 
fig. 3. 2, of light brown, gritty ware. Slightly splaying base, of 
rough, grey-brown ware. 

Phase II. ISt. Rampart. Small fragment very thin rim, 
possibly cf. fig. 3. 3, of rough, grey-brown ware. 

Fig. 2 

West Gate 
I. Fragment of .rim of jar, rim upright and slightly curving out; 

rough, grey-brown ware, exterior surface slightly smoothed. 
From pre-rampart occupation soil. 

Fig. 2 Sherds from West Gate (1) and Area I (2-4). ¼ 
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Areal 
Pre-Graves. Fragment of upright rim, cf. Fig. 5. 4, of rough, 

grey-brown ware. Similar rim, cf. fig. 5. 5, similar ware. Thin, 
slightly curved rim, cf. fig. 3. 3, of light brown, gritty ware. Two 
fragments of bases, one unsplayed, the other very slightly splayed. 
Also from this level, fig. 6. 5. 

Possibly Pre-Graves. Fragment of short, thick, re-curved rim, 
of rough, reddish ware, with smooth dark brown surface. Frag
ment of straight, upright rim, cf. fig. 3. 2, of similar ware. 

Grave Fillings 
2. Rim of small jar, of devolved situlate form. Rim flattened 

on top. Ware grey, firing red at surface, surface rough. Per
hap;, near Barking, Suffolk (l.A.N.S. fig. 5. 12). * 

3. Sherd of grey ware, firing red-brown on interior and' exterior 
surfaces, exterior polished. Of the decoration part of (possibly) 
a semi-circle of blunt stabs with shallow groove outside, 
arld three narrow horizontal grooves above, survive. This is 
the only sherd found which suggests any Iron Age B influence 
in the decoration. 
Also shoulder fragments cf. fig. 5. 3, of rough, grey-brown 

ware; thick, slightly recurved rim, near fig. 3. 8, similar ware; 
fragments of two bases, not splayed, similar ware. 

Sea.Zing Graves 

4- Fragment of shoulder and rim of small pot. Shoulder very 
slightly marked, rim inclined slightly out. Ware rough grey
brown, surface rough. 

Also rim fragment of two similar pots, similar ware. 

From Rescue Digs 

These pits lie in Area II of the 1946 excavations (see pl. XII). 
Owing to the circumstances of excavation, their position is only 
approximately recorded, and for some of the pits and areas there is 
no record. 
p;t I 

r. Rim and upper part of small pot. Shoulder rounded, curving 
into short upright neck, rim fairly thin and rounded. Ware 
rough grey-brown, becoming black on shoulder and rim, sur
face rough, with tool marks. 

2. Rim and shoulder fragment. Shoulder hardly marked, neck 
straight, rim thick and flattened on top. Ware rough 
grey-brown, rather gritty, surface rough. 

*For Bibliography and Abbreviations, see p. 68. 
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3. Rim and upper part of small pot. Shoulder sloping and un
emphasized, neck sloping slightly out, rim thin and rounded. 
Ware rough grey-brown, with a few white grits, upper part 
blacker, surface slightly scored on lower part and slightly 
smoothed over rough finish on upper part. 

4. Base of pot, slightly splaying. Ware grey at core, gritty, 
including some large white grits, light brown rough surface. 

Pit 2 

5. Portion of barrel-shaped pot, rim inclined in and bevelled off 
to thin edge. Ware hard, grey core, surface sandy inside and 
out; outside uneven with tool marks. A similar barrel-shaped 
pot, with rim not quite so sharply in-turned, occurs at Yarnton, 
Oxon. (Allen's Pit, fig. 12. 44.) 

6. Rim fragment. Similar to fig. 3. I, rim rather straighter, 
Ware grey-brown, slightly reddish at break, a few grits, sur
face grey and slightly polished. 

7. Rim fragment , slightly curving out, rounded on top. Ware 
rough grey-brown, rather gritty, surface rough. 

Pit 5 
8. Portions of lower and upper parts (not joining) of lar:ge situlate 

jar. Shoulder rounded, curving into short, slightly out
turned neck. Rim flat on top and decorated with broad trans
verse grooves. Ware rough grey-brown, no obvious grits. 
Surface rough with tool marks. Fengate, fig. 9. YI has a 
similar frilled rim, but is a less degenerate situla type. The 
combination of rounded shoulder, short concave neck and 
frilled rim suggest comparison with a jar from Lakenheath, 
Suffolk (l.A.N.S., pl. VII. 2), but in this, the degeneration of 
form has gone a stage further, while the surface is smooth and 
not scored. Associated in a pit with the Lakenheath pot were 
a weaving comb of the same general type as fig. 6. r, a bone 
needle, other bone implements, and pot-boilers. A similar 
degenerate situla with finger-printing on the rim is represented 

.. by Runcton Holme, fig. I, a site which has a little horizontally 
scored pottery. ' 

9. Rim fragment of globular pot. Rim short, thin and curved 
out. Ware grey-brown, surface slightly polished. 

Pit 7 

ro. Shoulder and rim of small pot. Shoulder rounded, rim 
upright and thin. Ware rough grey-brown, surface decorated 
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with haphazard rectilinear scoring, made by sharp, fairly fine, 
tool. With fig. 7. 3. 

Fig. 4 

Pit 8 

r. About one-third of rim and section to base of small, barrel
shaped pot. Shoulder hardly marked, rim upright and slightly 
rounded on top, base slightly splayed. Ware rough grey
brown, firing reddish towards surface, surface brown and 
rough, decorated with very irregular shallow scoring, mainly 
vertical, made with blunt instrument. Cf. Hunsbury, fig. 
7. Dr3, which has, however, much less scoring. 

P;t 9 
2. Shoulder and rim of small globular pot. Shoulder rounded, 

curving into short neck, rim flattened on top. Wall thick. 
Ware hard grey-brown, surface grey and slightly polished. 
Possibly a more degenerate development of Fengate fig. 9. 
W2, or of Scarborough fig. 2r. 30, or it may have some con
nection with the group differentiated from the accompanying 
Iron Age A2 in Oxfordshire as Upper Thames AB (e.g., 
Allen's Pvt fig . ro. 2r-25, and discussion on p. 40); which like 
the Breedon example are all burnished. The form is such a 
vague, characterless one that it is difficult to ascribe to it a 
definite ancestry. 

Pit IO 

3. Rim, base and girth fragments of small pot with slight 
shoulder. Rim flat and decorated with transverse thumb-nail 
impressions. Base slightly splayed. Ware rough grey-brown, 
slightly scored. This pot may be in the same tradition as 
Fengate fig. 8, U7, but the situlate shape of the Breedon 
example is much more devolved, and the scoring deeper and 
much more irregular. Fengate fig. ro. Misc. 2 has a rather 
similarly decorated rim. It is similar to a sherd from 
Abington Pigotts, pl. V.A, which it resembles in profile and in 
the scanty irregular scoring, but its rim has thumb-nail incisions 
instead of the finger-printing of the Abington Pigotts example. 
Probably the closest parallel is Egginton fig. 3. 2, though here 
the form is more dumpy and further removed from a situlate 
form, has more pronounced cabling on the rim, and has not 
the splay at the base. 

4. Many fragments, making section to beginning of turn of base, 
of large pot of barrel shape, the shoulder curving direct into 
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Pottery from Rescue Digs, Pits 8-10, with skeleton and Site C. i 
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the rim. Rim square on top. Ware rough light brown, sur
face rough. Decorated with irregular scoring, consisting 
mainly of arcs made with a blunt tool, superimposed on finer 
irregular criss-cross scoring. See also pl. IX.c. 

Associated wiith skeleton found in rescue dig 

5. Rim of small pot, rim recurved. Grey ware, slightly polished. 
This curved-out rim occurs in the latest group at Fengate , fig. 
9.XI, but on a rather wider-mouthed vessel. 

Site C 

6. Small, squat pot, complete. Rim inclined in and bevelled, 
top bevelled inwards. Base splayed. Ware rough grey-brown, 
slightly sandy, surface rough, cf. Scarborough fig. 2I. 3r, 
which has a rather more marked bead; Egginton fig. 3. I, which 
is rather more squat, has cabling on the rim and less irregular 
scoring. 

Fig. 5 

Site A 

I. Rim fragment. Shoulder hardly marked, rim upright, 
rounded on top. Ware hard grey, a few large white grits, 
surface black polished. 

2. Rim fragment. Shoulder not marked. Rim curved slightly 
out, thin on top. Ware rough grey-brown, surface rough with 
tool-marks. 

3. Rim fragment . Rounded shoulder. Ware rough grey-brown, 
rather gritty, surface very rough. 

4. Rather similar rim fragment, diameter not ascertainable, 
shoulder slightly more marked. Ware rough grey-brown, 
surface rough. 

5. Similar rim fragment, diameter c. 6¼ ins. Ware rough grey
brown, surface rough. 

Other finds included pot-boilers, of which one was worn, as 
if for a rubber, and slag. 

U nstratified 

6. Rim and shoulder of small situlate pot. Shoulder slightly 
marked, rim upright and flattened on top. Ware grey, sandy in 
texture, firing red-brown on exterior, surface hard and sandy. 
Decorated, including rim, with irregular horizontal scoring, 
fine and very shallow. 
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7. Rim and shoulder of small pot. Shoulder rounded, upright 
rim. Ware rough grey-brown, surface below base of rim 
decorated with coarse irregular scoring, made with blunt 
instrument. 

8. Rim and shoulder; approximately r / 3 of diameter. Rounded 
shoulder curving directly into slightly outcurved neck, . rim flat 
on top. Ware grey, surface black and polished. Cf. Caven
ham, Suffolk (I.A.N.s~, pl. IV, 2). 

9. Portion of rim of bowl. Rough red-brown ware with small 
white grits. 

ro. Fragment of rim of small thick jar, rounded shoulder, upright 
rim. Rough grey-brown ware, firing red-brown a,t interior 
surface. Surface decorated with shallow irregular scoring with 
sharp tool. 

rr. Small fragment of rim of globular jar. Light brown ware with 
small grits. Surface smoothed. 

12. Smali fragment of rim of jar, diameter not ascertainable. 
Rough grey-brown ware firing red-brown towards exterior 
surface, some large white grits. Surface deeply and irregu
larly scored, giving almost the appearance of rustication. 

13. Rim of large situlate pot. Neck upright, rim sharp-cut and 
square on top, projecting inwards. Ware rough grey-brown, 
a few large white grits, surface rough. Angle of top and 
exterior of rim decorated with diamonds formed by lines of 
very fine, needle-like, punctuations, the points of the diamonds 
being on the angle. At base of neck hole bored through, as 
if for rivet. Ware rough grey-brown, surface rough. The 

. incurved projection of the rim is an A2 feature, cf. Fengate fig. 
6. 03, from the middle phase of that site:, and Abington Pigotts, 
fig. 2, A. Both these examples are however of the shouldered 
situla type, and the rim is decorated with finger-printing. The 
form is possibly nearer to that of Eynsham (Allen's Pit, fig. 
I2. 6). 

14. Small fragment of rim of jar, diameter c. 8 ins. Rim pointed 
and curving out, flattened bevel on top, shoulder scarcely 
marked. Rough grey-brown ware. 

15. Three-quarters of base of jar, base splaying to thin lip which 
is not present all round pot. Ware dark grey inside, firing red
brown towards exterior. Surface deeply scored by sharp 
instrument. 
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16. Two-thirds of base of jar, base very slightly splayed. Ware 
rough grey-brown, firing red-brown at exterior surface, some 
large white grits. Surface slightly sandy in texture. 

17. Fragment of straight-sided pot, diameter c. 4 ins. Wall 
inclined in, rim thin and pointed. The lip is not everted, as 
shown in the drawing, all round the pot. Rough grey-brown · 
ware. 

18. Small fragment of rim of jar, diameter c. 7¾ ins., rim thin and 
slightly curved out. Dark grey ware with some large white 
grits. Surface slightly smoothed outside and over rim. 

19. Sherd decorated with fine shallow scoring in herring-bone 
pattern. Rough grey-brown ware, firing red-brown towards 
exterior surface. Surface rather sandy in texture. 

20. Half of base of jar, base splayed. Ware rough grey-brown, 
firing red-brown towards exterior surface. Surface slightly 
sandy in texture. 

21. One-third of base of jar, base with pronounced splay. Ware 
rough grey-brown; firing brown on exterior surface. Surface 
uneven but slightly smoothed. 

These bases, 15, 16, 20, 21, are typical of the majority on 
the site. At Chastleton, fig. 4 has a similar base, and the 
splayed foot is said to occur on several other examples. It is 
also found at Abington Pigotts, pl. LB., and Scarborough, fig. 
19, 21, d, e, f, _j. 

SMALL FINDS 

Fig. 6 

l and 2. Two weaving combs of bone. Formerly in the Derby 
Museum, presumably collected by Mr. T. A. Dalman, no 
associations; now in Leicester Museum. 

r. Undecorated, with butt expanded into oblong pummel. A 
double line is incised at the base of the teeth. 

Near Hunsbury Pl. VIII, 4, except that there the angles 
of the butt are rounded. Chastleton, fig. 2, is similar to the 
Hunsbury example. Also near All Cannings Cross pl. II. 1, 

except that this example has a pierced butt and diagonal lines 
between the two lines at the base of the teeth. The shape of 
the butt is paralleled at Castle Hill, Thetford, Norfolk 
(I.A.N.S. fig. 7. r, 2) but both these examples are decorated 
with ring and dot pattern. 
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2. Undecorated, with butt expanding slightly into rounded 
terminal, which is pierced. Close to Hunsbury pl. VIII. 3, 
except that this is unperforated, and had fewer and coarser 
teeth. Near All Cannvngs Cross pl. II. 7, except that that 
has a less expanded butt. 

The purpose and distribution of such combs have been dis
cussed by Mr. H. St. George Gray with reference to the finds 
at Glastonbury Lake Village,3 where a typology has been 
suggested, which is now usually followed. Dr. Wheeler has 
shown4 that the combs are found associated with all stages of 
the Iron Age in Britain, and no one type can be isolated as 
belonging to any one stage. Their use has also been discussed 
in AU Cannings Cross, 5 where it is suggested that they were 
used for dressing skins rather than weaving. A number were 
found at Hunsbury, where it is remarked6 that the pummels 
(or butts) are of unusual shapes. There are certainly two 
varieties (four out of the eight complete combs illustrated) which 
donotoccuratGlastonbury. These are the expanded butt which 
is oblong with rounded corners and the type swelling gradually 
into a rounded end. They are related respectively to Glaston
bury, types 3 and 4, but are not identical. These are in fact 
the two . types which occur at Breedon, and further knowledge 
may confirm that this is a type at home in the Eastern 
Midlands. 

3. Butt end of handle (?) of blackened bone. Highly polished. 
From Pit 2. 

This is probably the butt of the handle of a knife, cut from 
a long-bone, and subsequently burnt. The hole in the centre 
of the drawing is the cancellous tissue of the bone, and not 
the socket of a tang. 

4. Horn (antler) cheek-piece of bridle. In the Derby Museum, 
presumably from the collection of Mr. T. A. Dalman, no 
associations. 

The tine is 4 5 / 16 ins. long, with a single perforation ¾ ins. 
from the butt. There are signs of wear towards the point, 
which has not been cut. There is no decoration. Similar in 
type to some of the Hunsbury examples, 7 where twelve had a 

3Glastonbury, i. 266 ff. 
4Maiden Castle, 297 :ff. 
SAU Cannings Cross, 92 :ff. 
6Hunsbury, 69, and pl. VIII. 
7Hunsbury, 71. 
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Fig. 6 Objects of bone, 1-5; crucible, 6. ½ 
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single perforation near the butt. These objects have been 
studied and classified in the Glastonbury report. 8 This example 
falls into Glastonbury Type A, which was not very common, 
and which, it is suggested, may not have been used as a cheek
piece. 

5. Bone "gouge". In the Derby Museum, presumably from 
the collection of Mr. T . A. Dalman. No associations. 

Cf. Maiden Castle pl. XXXIV, A, 9, with mid-Iron Age A 
pottery; AU Ca.nnings Cross pl. 8. It appears to be of the All 
Cannings Class C, with longitudinal hole and trimmed butt, 
e.g., pl. 8. 15. The question of use of these implements is 
there discussed on pp. 35-6 and in Maiden Castle, pp. 304-5. 
Dr. Van Giffen has verbally suggested that these are lance 
points. There is a similar implement at Hunsbury pl. XII, 8, 
but the tip is much more rounded. 

-0. About half of a small three-cornered pottery crucible from 
pit II, with fig. 7. 4, and pl. VIII BC. Ware hard, light grey 
with white grits, mainly small, but some larger; surface hard 
and sandy in texture . . 

Earthenware crucibles for melting bronze have been studied 
in Glastonbury. 9 The three-sided variety was there the pre
dominant type, e.g., pl. XLIX. ,Cr8, which in form appears 
to be very similar to the Breedon example, though larger. 
The Breedon example in fact seems to be unusually small. A 
similar example comes from a B (ii) layer at Maiden Castle10 

dated to the last quarter of the first century B.C. Fragments 
of crucibles were found at All Cannings Cross, but the shapes 
were not determinable. At Camulodunum11 the crucibles 
were rounded with a spout. A crucible was found at the 
Iron Age A, site of Long Wittenham, p. 3, fig. r. 3, but this is 
presumably circular since it is not stated to the contrary. Such 
evidence as there is, therefore, points to an Iron Age B asso
ciation and a late date for these three-sided crucibles. 

Fiig 7 
r. Iron ring, considerably corroded. Expanded into roughly 

oval plate with hole in centre. Said to have been found by a 
quarry-workman in one of the Iron Age pits exposed in the 
quarry face. 

8Glastonbury, ii. 446-8. 
9Glastonbitry, i. 300-310. 
lOMaiden Castle, fig. 119. 1. 
11Camulodunum, fig. 65. 



EXCAVATIONS AT BREEDON-ON-THE-HILL, 1946 J9 

2. Ring of bronze pennanular brooch. The ends of the ring have 
fine disks, one at one end and two at the other, with grooves 
beneath. Found lying loose on the ground after the top soil 
had been removed at the edge of the quarry. 

Cf. All Cannings Cross, pl. I9. I, though here both ends 
have a single disk; Maiden Castle, fig. 86. I, where there are 
two disks on each terminal. The type thus seems to belong 
to Iron Age A. 
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Fig. 7 Objects of iron, 1 and 6; bronze, 2; glass, 3; bone, 4-5. 
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3. Half of an angular glass bead, D-shaped in section, of opaque 
dark blue glass. From pit 7, with :fig. 3. 10. 

Cf. All Cannings Cross, pl. 18. 16; Glastonbury II, pl. LIX. 
G. 10, which is larger, while G6 and G25 are smaller, lighter 
in colour and translucent; Maiden Castle, fig. 98. 13, which is 
smaller; there are a number of beads from Hunsbury, pl. I. 
3-7, which are closer to the Breedon example in size and 
shape than any of the other parallels quoted, but none of them 
is blue. 

4. Small bone disk or counter, cut from the long bone of an 
animal and showing a slight curve on both surfaces. Face 
incised with six circles with dots in the centre. From Pit II, 

with fig. 6. 6 and pl. VIII BC. 
Cf. All Cannings Cross, pl. 6. 32, which has only five 

incised circles; Maiden Castle, fig. 106. 1-4, which have 
different varieties of decoration, one being .from an early A 
level, one from a mid A level, one from a B (ii) level, and one 
from a Belgic level. 

5. Bone die, oblong with two opposing sides i in. long by ¼ in. 
wide, with six and five dots, the other two long sides being 
i in. long by 7 / 32 in. wide, with 4 and 3 dots. There appear 
to be no dots on the small ends, though these are too worn to 
be certain. From Area I Pre-grave,s level. 

Cf. Maiden Castle, fig. 106. 5, from an A level, and 6 from 
a B (iii) level; Glastonbury II, fig. 146. All the dice are 
marked as the Breedon specimen. 

6. Iron penannular brooch. The terminals of the ring seem to 
be grooved to form flat terminal disks, but this is somewhat 
obscured by corrosion. The pin is crook-shaped. From 
Area II, pit 4. 

Pl. VIIIA. 

a. Homcore of bas longifrons type. Two shallow saw-cuts, 
1 / 12 in. wide, encircle the core at the centre and towards the 
tip. The central cut is crossed by four longitudinal grooves, 
one visible in the photograph, a corresponding one on the 
other side, one on the crest and one, just visible in the photo
graph, slightly to the front side of the lower angle. These 
appear to have been made by friction rather than by sawing, 
for they are not sharp cut like the encircling ones, and become 
shallower and narrower towards the ends. The one on the 
crest has a surviving length of 1¾ ins., with the end near the 
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base of the core broken away, and is r/6 in. wide at the 
surface. The others are c. I in. long and r/6 in. wide. 
Unstratified, from Rescue Dig. 

b. Canine of pig, pierced by a hole c. r/6 in. in diameter, pre
sumably for suspension. From Site A, Rescue dig. 

c. Spindle-whorl, cut from head of a femur, probably of a bos. 

Pl. VIIIB. 
a. Iron nail, with T-head rounded on top. From Grave Fill 

adjacent to skeleton 18. 
b. Iron tool, tang approximately circular in section, blade 

splaying and tapering to thin.edge. The tip is much corroded, 
but the left-hand side in the photograph may represent the 
original edge. From Area I, Pre-Graves level. 

c. Fragment of whetstone ( ?). Only two sides of the original 
surface survive, approximately at right-angles to each other, 
with rounded angle. The beginning of another rounded 
angle, at right-angles to this, survives at the bottom angle in 
the photograph. The two surfaces are highly polished. The 
stone is impure chert, or lydite, possibly from the Bunter 
Pebble Bed. 
From Pit II, with fig. 6. 6, and fig. 7. 4. 

Fig 8 
r. Complete upper stone of a quern of Hunsbury12 type, of 

porous sandstone, from Pit II, Rescue Dig. 
The grinding surface is almost completely flat, with high 

grinding gloss. The hopper is nearly symmetrically placed, 
with a narrow circular feed pipe opening out of its apex. A 
slight groove, r¾ ins. up the feed pipe from the grinding sur
face, not extending the whole circumference of the pipe, may 
indicate the top of a spindle-sleeve. The handle socket 
connects with the base of the hopper and the top of the feed 
pipe; its mouth is slit-shaped. 

2. Half of the upper stone of a quern of Hunsbury type, of 
porous sandstone, from West Entrance, from trough eroded in 
original surface of road. 

The grinding surface is almost completely flat, with a good 
grinding gloss. The top surface is not parallel to the base, 
and the hopper is asymmetrically placed. From the bottom of 
the hopper two borings were apparently made for the feed 
pipe, one communicating asymmetrically with the spindle-

12£. C. Curwen, "More About Querns", Antiquity, xv. 16 ff. The source of 
the stone is probably the Derbyshire Millstone Grit, but the beds are 
too widespread for an exact provenance to be suggested. 
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Fig. 8 
Querns of Hunsbury type from Rescue Dig Pit 11 (1) and W. Entrance (2). 

¼ 

socket, which has been bored from the base, and one to the 
side of this. This boring may not have been completed. The 
fracture of the stone breaks across its end, but the lowest sur
viving portion seems to be narrowing to a point. It is however 
possible that it was irregularly bored, and represents a feed 
pipe separate from the spindle socket, as in some examples of 
the type. 13 The handle hole communicates with the base 
of the hopper and the top of the feed-pipe. The surviving 
portion of the mouth of the socket suggests that this was almost 
circular. There is also what appears to be an uncompleted 
handle hole on the opposite side, consisting of a narrow boring 
made from the outside, communicating with an oblique 
conical boring made from the base of the hopper. 

A survey of the distribution of querns of Hunsbury and 
allied types, by Miss J. Philips, is included as Appendix III. 

130p. cit., figs. 2 and 3. 
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IV. MATERIAL FROM OTHER IRON AGE SITES IN THE REGION 

The excavations at Breedon are the only organised investi
gation of an Iron Age site that has taken place in Leicestershire or 
its immediate neighbourhood. During the last ten years or so, 
however, a considerable amount of Iron Age material from Leicester
shire has been assembled by Mr. F. Cottrill, till recently the Keeper 
of the Department of Archaeology at Leicester Museum, and Mr. 
Cottrill and Mr. G. C. Dunning have made a study of this material. 
They have most generously allowed this study to be incorporated in 
the present report, since the finds are closely allied. The following 
section, pp. 43 to 56, is largely their work. To it has been added a 
report on similar pottery from Denton, just over the border in 
Lincolnshire, which Mr. Dunning brought to my notice, and which 
Mr. F. T. Baker, Curator of the Lincoln Museum, has most kindly 
allowed me to publish. 

Report on Archaeological Material from sites in 

Leicestershire and Northamptonshire 

by 

F. Cottrill, M.A . and G. C. Dunning, M.A., F.S.A . 

Harston 

The site of these discoveries is a large field (No. 78) at about 
320 ft. O.D., and ¾ mile S. of the village of Harston in the N.E. 
corner of Leicestershire. 14 The field has been worked as a quarry 
by the Stanton Ironworks Company, and the finds were made in 
the course of digging in 1935 and 1936. The value of the finds 
depends largely on their association in the pits, and grateful recog
nition is due to Mr. Wakefield, the quarry manager, who made 
careful notes at the time of discovery and kept the contents of each 
pit intact. The kind help of Mr. H. B. Hewlett, geologist to the 
Company, who showed us the site and has supplied particulars, 
and of Mr. H. H . Gregory, of Leicester Museum, who brought the 
material to our notice, is also gratefully acknowledged. Thanks 
are also due to Dr. J. Phemister and Dr. K. P. Oakley for geo
logical reports, and to Dr. J. Wilfrid Jackson for examining the 
animal bones. The Stanton Ironworks Company has generously 
presented the whole of the finds to Leicester Museum. 

The neighbourhood of Harston has yielded from time to time 
a variety of archaeological material, including a Bronze Age beaker 

146 ins. 0 .S. Leicestershire, sheet VIII, S.W. 
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from Knipton15 (I mile S.W.) and two cinerary urns. 16 There was 
some occupation in the Roman period, and an Anglo-Saxon ceme
tery probably lay to the S.W. of the present site. It is true that 
here, as on the Lincolnshire side of the county boundary, ancient 
settlements are likely to be represented disproportionately fully 
by the actual discoveries, as these have been made in the course of 
extensive ironstone digging.17 This may be remembered, however, 
without prejudice to the fact that the limestone and ironstone of 
the Jurassic escarpment were suitable for primitive occupation, and 
settlements on them at Harston were also near to line of communi
cation. The Devon, a tributary of the Trent, rises here, while the 
upper basin of the Witham lies to the east; by the latter river there 
was access from the Ancaster gap-used by Bronze Age and Anglo
Saxon invaders-in the Lincoln Edge. Two ancient tracks, 
Sewstern Lane and the Salt Way, both partly Romanised, cross at 
a point two miles to the S.E.; the first ran over the escarpment from 
the Trent to the Welland, while the second connected the Fens and 
the Lincoln Edge with the Soar valley.18 It is not surprising, there
fore, that evidences of migration and settlement in prehistoric, 
Roman and Saxon times should be found at Harston. 

The finds were divided into two groups: (I) Early Iron Age, 
consisting of three pits, I35 ft. and 45 ft. apart respectively, in a 
line roughly N. and S. The pits appear to belong to an open 
settlement on the high ground overlooking a valley to the east of 
the quarry. (2) Anglo-Saxon, comprising a hut and a pit, 90 ft. 
apart, situated 200 yds. north-west ofthe earlier pits. This group 
will be reported upon in a subsequent volume of these Transactions. 

Site I. A pit about 5 ft. 6 ins. by 4 ft. and dug to a depth of 
4 ft. in the ironstone, with a total depth of 6 ft. 6 ins. It contained 
a large pot in fragments, a quern stone and a few pieces of bone. 

The pot (pl. IXA and fig. 9) has now been restored iri plaster; 
nearly the whole of the rim and shoulder are present, and sufficient 
of the lower part to give a section to about I in. from the base. It 
is IS ins. in diameter at the rim, and about I9 ins. high. The walls 
are remarkably thin and even for a hand-made vessel bf this size, 
and not more than ½ in. thick below the shoulder. It is possible 
to make out from the fragments the method in which the pot was 
built up. At intervals below the shoulder the breaks run more or 

lSAnt . ]., xv. 61. 
16/bid., vi. 17(>. 
i7Cf. the warning given by Mr. Phillips with regard to the numerous 

beakers, etc., found near Grantham. Arch. ]., xc. 124. 
18Arch. ] ., xc. 147. 
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Fig. 9 Vessel from Harston, Site 1. ¼ 

less horizontally round the pot and have bevelled edges, representing 
the structural joints between sucessive strips of clay with the edges 
carefully worked together.19 The ware is hard and fairly thoroughly 
fired, though at a low temperature, and has a backing of pounded 
shell. The surface is smoothed by hand, and is grey on the upper 
part and light red towards the base. 

19Cf. R. B. K. Stevenson, "The Building up of Prehistoric Pottery'' , 
Proc. Soc. Ant. Scot., lxxiii. 233. · 

3 
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A fragment of the pot was submitted to Dr. K. P. Oakley, of 
the Department of Geology, British Museum (Natural History), whc, 
kindly reports as follows: "The pottery has apparently been made 
from local lias Clay. It is full of fragments of small oysters, possibly 
a small variety of Ostrea liassica. It is remarkable that the shel1y 
material has not been completely calcined, This suggests that the 
clay was baked at a very low temperature-not exceeding low red 
heat, that is, under 500°C." 

The vessel has a flat rim on a short, slightly everted neck. The 
latter is set at a sharp angle to the high rounded shoulder, below 
which the sides curve gradually inwards to the base. Scored 
decoration covers nearly the whole of the surface, and extends 
from above the shoulder down to about I½ ins. from the base. The 
pattern is roughly zonal, and begins just below the neck with a 
series of long curved lines forming arcs round rather more than half 
the pot. Below these are scattered vertical lines crossed by 'groups 
of shorter horizontal or sloping lines, reaching down to below the 
shoulder. The lower half of the surface has vertical scoring only. 
The lines are sharply and deeply cut, and for the most part are in 
groups of three or four, which suggests that they were made by the 
end of a tool such as the metatarsal bone of a sheep, as explained 
by Mr. C. F . C. Hawkes. 20 • 

The quern (pl. X and fig. 10) is a complete upper stone of a 
rotary quern of beehive shape and Hunsbury type. 21 It is II inches 
in diameter and s¾ inches high, and provided with a hopper and 
socket hole for a handle in the side. The grinding surface is slightly 
convex, and has been worn until the socket hole has almost been 

Fig. 10 Upper stone of quern from Harston, Site 1. ¼ 

roAnt. ] ., x. 166. 
2IE. C. Curwen, Antiquity, vol. xv. 
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reached at the edge. The quern is made of Lincolnshire limestone, 
a shelly Oolitic limestone which outcrops immediately to the east 
of Harston. ' 

Site 2. A pit 3 ft. long and not more than I ft. 3 ins. wide, dug 
r ft. into the ironstone. In section on the quarry face the sides 
sloped inwards almost to a point at the bottom. In the filling were 
the fragments of two pots, one very large and the other small, and 
a few fragments of bone. 

The large pot (fig. II. r)-is represented by a large fragment of 
the rim and shoulder, two pieces of the side, and half the base. As , 
reconstructed in the drawing, it is r6¼ ins. rim diameter and 18 ins. 
high. It is hand-made, of thick grey ware with a small amount of 
finely crushed shell. The surface is well smoothed and light red, 
tinged with grey on the shoulder. 

The pot has a rounded rim on an upright neck. The shoulder 
is slightly more angular than on the pot from Site I, the sides are 
straight, and the base slightly concave at the middle. Scored lines 
cover the entire surface between girth-grooves above the shoulder 
and near the base. They appear to have been made by a pointed 
tool and for the most part are drawn haphazard, but in places form 
a very rough lattice pattern. For form cf. Wisley, Surrey, fig. 4. 4, 
which is not scored, but is decorated with groups of dimples. 

The small pot (fig. II. 2) is made up of several joined fragments 
reaching nearly to the base. It is 4¾ ins. rim diameter and about the 
same in height. The ware is coarse and black, with large particles 
of shell. The rim is everted, thin and rounded, and the shoulder 
bulging. The surface is rough and uneven, with fine but irregular 
scoring, similar to that on the large pot. Cf. Hunsbury fig. 7 FT I, 

which has finger-nail printing on rim, shoulder and base, and con
siderably less scoring on the body. 

Site 3. A small pit about 2 ft. in diameter and only about 6 
in. deep in the ironstone. In it were several large fragments of a 
pot. 

The pot (fig. 12) consists of overlapping pieces of the sides and 
base, and a separate part of the rim. It is 9½ ins. rim diameter and 
12¾ ins. high. The ware is coarse and black, with sparse shell. The 
surface is smooth and lighit red, with grey tones on the shoulder. 

The rim is bent inwards, thickened and bevelled on the inside. 
The shoulder is bulging and rounded, and the edge of the base is 
slightly splayed. The scoring is fine and regular, mostly vertical 
on the lower part and looped on the shoulder. The upper part 
is plain. 
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Fig. 11 Vessels from Harston, Site 2. ¼ 
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In shape the Harston pots fall into two well-defined types: 
vessels of degenerate situla form, high-shouldered and with upstand
ing rims (figs. 9 and II. I), and pots with rounded though still bulging 
profile (figs. II. 2 and I2). Both types are recognised as character
istic of the Iron Age A culture and, more particularly, of the A2 and 
later phases. 

Fig. 12 Vessel from Harston, Site 3. ¼ 

Melton MoW'bray (fig. I3). These fragments of pottery 'Yere 
formerly in the possession of the late Mr. J. W. C. Bickley, of 
Melton Mowbray, who bequeathed his collection of local finds, inclu
ding a Bronze Age beaker22 and Anglo-Saxon pottery and brooches, 
to Leicester Museum; unfortunately he left no notes as to the locality 
of his finds. The exact provenance of the pottery is, therefore, not 
known, but there need be little doubt that it was found in the 
neighbourhood of Melton Mowbray. 

Petrological analysis does little to elucidate the question of 
origin in this case. Three sherds were submitted to Dr. J. Phemister, 
Petrographer to the Geological Survey, who has kindly written the 

22Ant. J., xvii. 71. 
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following report: ''The three fragments of pottery contain angular 
grains of quartz, and a few of alkali-feldspar (including albite and 
perthite). Composite grains are fairly numerous and can, I think, 
be referred to quartzite, quartz-crush rock, and perhaps chert. 
Many of the quartz grains show strain effects and lines of inclusions. 
There is no biotite or muscovite. It looks as if either any type of 
hard siliceous rock has been used, or else a gritty type of sandstone 
containing a variety of grains. It is unlikely that the rock fragments 
were obtained from solid rock in the Melton Mowbray district. The 
association of types amongst the fragments suggests to me that the 
material which was pounded for the pottery was a coarse grit such 
as occurs in places along the Pennine Chain, but such material may 
have been carried south-east by ice". 

Fig. 13. 1. Upper part of pot, 12½ ins. rim diameter. Coarse 
grey ware with stone grits, surface light red to brown, grey on 
shoulder. Rim outbent, shoulder well rounded. Fine scored 
decoration of groups of sloping lines on shoulder, crossed by vertical 
lines below. For form cf. Wisley, Surrey, fig. 4. 55, which is not 
however scored. 

2. Upper part of pot, II¼ ins. rim diameter. Thick coarse 
black ware with few large stone grits. Surface light red, grey on 
shoulder. Rim everted with internal groove, top slashed by deep 
tool cuts, and paired finger-nail marks on inner margin. High 
shoulder, slightly angular. Coarse scored decoration, mainly hori
zontal or sloping, with a few vertical lines below. The type may 
be derived from that of Abington PigoUs, fig. 2A, which has finger 
printing on the rim giving a similar frilled effect, a similar high and 
angular maximum diameter, but a higher neck. The rim section 
and tool cuts have also analogies in Belgic coarse wares, sometimes 
with scored decoration, of the early first century A.D., cf. 
Verulamium p. 166, type 64. 

3. Rim sherd of large pot, 15¼ ins. rim diameter. Coarse, very 
heavy, black ware with much pounded shell, surface light brown to 
grey. Rim section and profile similar to pot from Harston (fig. 9) 
but neck less marked. Deep scored lines round shoulder and a few 
vertically. 

+ Rim and base of small pot, 5¾ ins. rim diameter and 5½ ins. 
high. Black ware with stone grits, smooth brown surface. Rim 
inbent and bevelled, base splayed at edge and slightly concave at 
the middle. Scoring vertical, crossed by a few looped lines on the 
shoulder. The lower part is slightly striated. Cf.Crayford, fig. 
4. 8, which is the upper part of a similar barrel-shaped pot, 
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Fig. 13 Sherds from Melton Mowbray. ¼ 
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decorated with vertical scoring, but applied with a 4-toothed comb, 
and therefore more regular, and also more shallow, than the Melton 
Mowbray pot. The pot is one of those of Iron Age A derivation in a 
site which, from the presence of South-Eastern B, Wealden and 
Belgic vessels, must go down to the eve of the Roman conquest. 

5. Base of thick, coarse black ware with few stone grits, black 
surface. The edge is splayed and the underside more deeply 
hollowed than No. 4, making a definite foot-ring. Scoring deep and 
sloping. 

Loughborough (fig. I4). Pottery from the filling of a long 
trench, 6 to 7 ft. deep, found in I888 in Messrs. Tucker and Son's 
brickyard, "the farthest from Park Road" ,23 about ¾ mile south of 
the town. The upper and lower stones of a rotary quern, which cannot 
now be identified, and eight horses' teeth, were also found in the 
trench. The pottery was presented by Messrs. Tucker to Leicester 
Museum. · 

I-2. Rim sherds of pots, rn¼ and I2 ins. rim diameter. Both 
of thick grey ware with fine stone grits and sharp sand, surface grey 
with brown and reddish tones. The rims are flat on top and slightly 
thickened on the outer edge. The scoring is slight and mainly 
vertical. Cf. Wilbury Camp, Herts., in J.B.A.A., N.S. XXXVIII, 
Romano-British Baldock pl. VIII I7, which also has slight scoring. 
A number of other Wilbury sherds, of a group of degenerate Iron Age 
A character, also have some scoring. The site has however con
siderable Belgic material, and excavation has been so slight that it 
is not possible to say if the phases are chronologically distinct. It 
cannot therefore be taken as certain that the scoring on the Iron Age 
pots is not copied from the characteristic Belgic scoring. 

3-4· Rims of pots, 9½ ins. diameter. Grey ware with stone 
grits, apparently of flint in No. 3, surface brown to grey. Rims 
rounded, slightly thickened outside on No. 4. 

5. Sherd from lower part of large pot. Thick grey ware, sandy 
and with few stone grits, surface light brown. Light scoring 
vertically. 

6. Small flat base. Fine black ware, sandy and slightly gritty, 
well smoothed brownish grey surface. 

7. Upper part of small bowl, 6¾ ins. rim diameter. · Roughly 
wheel-turned, grey w:;1.re of finer quality than the other pots from this 
site, with few stone grits, smootIJ- leathery brownish-black surface. 
Rim sharply everted, and three shallow girth-grooves on rounded 

2'3Leicester Museum Report, XII (1888), p. 44. No. 3654. 
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shoulder. This is the only wheel-turned pot from any of the Iron 
Age sites in Leicestershire. It is a local but close imitation of a type 
frequently found on Belgic sites of the early first century A.D. 
Cf. Verulamium, p. rfo, type 38, and Southchurch, Essex in Ant. J. 
xi. 416, fig. 3. 2a. 
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Fig. 14 Sherds from Loughborough. ¼ 
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8. Large fragment of pot, 7¾ ins. rim diameter and about 9 ins. 
high. Coarse grey ware, sandy and with large ironstone and white 
stone grits, surface light brown with grey and reddish tones on lower 
part. Rim beaded, shoulder high and sharply carinated. No 
decoration. The rim section and angularity of the shoulder are 
strongly suggestive of Belgic influence, possibly derived from a 
metallic prototype. · 

The finds from this site, which included black polished sherds 
(not drawn), appear both in ware and forms to be somewhat 
different from those of the other Leicestershire sites. The ware of the 
majority of sherds is a hard grey, unlike the rather crumbly texture 
of the rest, and it is not scored. The flattened top of the rim of the 
jars is also not parallelled on the other sites. Finally, at this site 
alone was a Belgic vessel found. It may possibly be connected with 
the pre-conquest Belgic occupation postulated for the Jewry Wall 
site at Leicester (Jewry Wall, pp. 9-ro). The comparison between 
the flat-topped jars and similar vessels at Baldock, Herts ., a site 
which definitely had a Belgic occupation, may be some confirmation. 
If there is any connection with the Jewry Wall site, the Lough
borough group must be late, only just pre-Conquest. 

Twyford (fig. r5. r-2). Pottery found in r87r, apparently 
during the excavation of Anglo-Saxon graves between Twyford 
and Burrough-on-the-Hill. In Leicester Museum. 

r. Fragment of large pot, 9 ins. rim diameter. Black ware 
with finely pounded white stone grits, well smoothed brownish black 
surface. Rim inbent and slightly flattened. Horizontal grooving 
on shoulder, of broad, shallow and flat-bottomed marks, possibly 
made by a worn-down comb. 

2. Lower part and flat base of pot. Coarse black ware with 
small stone grits, surface light brown, grey on base. Scored 
decoration, closely set and sloping, crossing a few vertical lines. 

Leicester (fig. r5 . 3). Pot found in r856 in Cook's brickyard, 
near the cemetery; the site of the brickyard is now occupied by the 
City Fire Station in Lancaster Road. In Leicester Museum. 

Small pot, 4¼ ins. rim diameter and 4¼ ins. high. Thick sandy 
black ware, surface smoothed on rim, rough on lower part. Rim 
thin and rounded, shoulder high and sub-angular, base slightly con
cave at the middle. Scored decoration of groups of four lines, 
looped on the shoulder. This hand-made pot is the only evidence of 
pre-Belgic Iron Age occupation on the site of Leicester, outside and 
to the south of the Roman town. Pottery of this character is con-
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spicuously absent from the mass of mid-first century Belgic wares 
found by Miss K. M. Kenyon, on the Jewry Wall site, as also from 
early layers elsewhere within the town. 

( 

4 

Fig. 15 

Sherds from Twyford (1-2), Leicester (3) and Market Harborough (4). ¼ 

Market Harborough (fig. 15. 4). In Market Harborough 
Museum; submitted for publication by Mr. F. P. Strongman. 

Upper part of pot, n½ ins. rim diameter. Coarse grey ware 
with sparse white shell and a few particles of grit, uneven grey sur
face. Flat rim, decorated on top with deep finger-tip marks and 
outside with smaller impressions showing the mark of the finger-nail. 
Regular scored lines on body, crossed by looped lines on the 
flattened shoulder. 

Weekley (Northants: pl. IX, B). Large pot found during iron 
stone digging at Weekley Hall Wood, near Kettering. In Kettering 
Museum; permission to publish it has been granted by Mr. A. · C. 
Panter, curator. The rim is missing, the pot being broken off at the 
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shoulder, but it is obviously of the Harston type. The body tapers 
considerably, with straight sides, to a narrow base, 6 ins. diameter. 
Present height 16 ins. Hand-made; ware contains flint grit. Red 
surfaces with black patches. Rough scoring, mostly vertical. 

Denton, Lt"'ncolnshire 

The site is just over the border from Leicestershire, lying only 
2½ miles east of that of the finds at Harston. The finds were rescued 
from ironstone workings in a field ½ mile north of the junction oMhe 
road running south from Denton with that between Croxton Kerrial 
and Harlaxton, on O.S. 6 ins. Lincolnshire CXXII S.W. and S.E. 
From the site were discovered, together with pottery here published, 
two beehive querns of the same Hunsbury type as those from the 
Leicestershire sites, Romano-British pottery, mainly third-fourth 
century and Anglo-Saxon pottery of the sixth century A.D. About 
500 yards to the S.E. is the site of a Roman Villa discovered in 1727 
and excavated for the Ministry of Works in 1948-9. 

The fragments recovered are mostly small, but the technique of 
scoring appears to be the same. It is deep, ragged and apparently 
made with a single-pointed tool. In most of the sherds it is criss
cross, but on the base illustrated it is slanting. The ware of the 
heavily scored sherds is not identical with that from Harston, as it 
tends to have a soft surface which can be pared off with the thumb
nail, as compared with the hard, rather leathery surface of the 
majority of the Leicestershire sherds. The core is grey, firing red
brown on both surfaces, and there are many large and small white 
grits. All the sherds illustrated are of this ware. There are also 
sherds of a different ware present, possibly all part of one pot. 
This is light grey in the centre of the core, firing dirty yellow brown 
at the surface, which is very soft. There are no visible grits, but the 
surface is pitted as if medium-sized grits had disappeared in the 
firing. It is extremely light in weight. The surface is lightly and 
irregularly scored. 

Fig. 16 
I. Rim of barrel-shaped pot. The tip of the pot is inclined in. 

There is no neck, and the rim is flattened on top and thickened 
inwards, with a very slight projection outwards. There is no scoring 
on the surviving portion, but the ware is the same as the scored 
sherds, and the vessel may have been scored on the lower portion. 

2. Base fragment of large pot. There is a very slight projection 
at the junction of wall and base, but not a splay such as is frequently 
found on the Leicestershire examples. The scoring, which is fairly 
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deep and slightly oblique, runs straight down to this thickening at 
the base. 

3. Sherd to illustrate criss-cross scoring. 

From the same site came rather more than half of a Belgic 
carinated bowl. 

Fig. 16 Sherds from Denton. ¼ 

4. Wheel-made bowl, hard, well-fired grey ware with many 
small wh!ite grits, harsh surlace. The base is flat, the carination 
sharp, there is a cordon midway up the concave neck, and the rim 
is slightly thickened. It is of the type of Camulodunum pl. LXXV. 
212-216, ,a type which is found throughout the occupation, from 
A.D. ro to A.D. 65 . It is closest to 214A, though it has only orie 
cordon instead of two, a type which is especially common at the 
period of the Roman Conquest. At Verulamium a similar type 
occurs, though somewhat flatter, and the Denton example is nearer 
to the Camulodunum vessels than the Verulamium ones. But at 
Verulamium again it is nearer to the example from Prae Wood Group, 
fig. 22. 6, dated to the eve of the Roman Conquest, than to those 
in Group B, fig. 15. 35 a-c, dated A.D. ro-35. It therefore probably 
dates to about the time of the Roman Conquest. Lincolnshire was 
clearly blocked from direct Belgic penetration by the hostility of 
the Iceni to the Belgae, shown by the main distribution of Belgic 
coins. The bowl in question is not that of the variety of the form 
found at Leicester, 24 and is therefore not likely to have arrived via 
Leicestershire. However, Sir Cyril Fox, 25 and R. Rainbird Clarke26 

have shown that Belgic pottery spread well north of the area of 
Belgic occupation. Clarke27 suggests that the importation of vessels 

24e.g., Jewry Wall, fig . 35. 24. 
2SArchaeology of the Cambridge Region, 115. 
26/.A.N.S., 46-7 and 56. 
27/bid., 58. 
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comparable with the Denton example is "reflection of the incipient 
Claudian Romanisation of the area rather than of pre-Conquest 
Belgic commercial penetration", and with this sugg.estion the 
probable date of this vessel would agree. However, direct earlier 
contact with the Belgae is not impossible, as is shown by the hoard 
of six Belgic gold staters at Scarth:o, near Grimsby, 28 of' the first 
century B.C. Contact by sea, as is postulated for the North Ferredy 
find, 29 would be a possibility, and therefore a date slightly before 
the Roman arrival cannot be ruled out. 

Also from this site was some hand-made black ware with small 
grey shiny grits and a smooth surface. The forms are of thinnish
walled pots with rounded shoulders curving into a slightly outcurved 
neck, with plain rounded rim. The form would not be an impossible 
one for a late A or AB vessel, somewhat of the form of Breedon fig. 
5. 8. But the ware is so like that of the stamped Anglian vessels 
from the same site, the only difference being a slightly smoother 
surface, that it cannot safely be considered as Iron Age. 

V. THE LEICESTERSHIRE--LINCOLNSHIRE POTTERY AND ITS 

AFFINITIES 

The pottery here collected, largely through the labours of Mr. 
Cottrill and Mr. Dunning, clearly forms a distinct culture, and in 
the following section its characteristics are analysed and its affinities 
discussed. 

C ha·racteristics 

The main forms appear to be:-

A. Large situlate storage jars. 

i. With greatest diameter at a marked shoulder immediately 
below the neck, which is approximately upright, but some-
what indeterminate. e.g., Breedon. Fig. 3. 8. 

Harston. Fig. II. r. 
Melton Mowbray. Fig. 13. 2. 

This type has presumably descended from a vessel such as 
Fengate fig. 3. D3, which appears in the earliest group, dated by 
Hawkes to 400 B.C., or Abington Pigotts, fig. 2a. A high
shouldered wide-mouthed situla would seem to be the type 
characteristic of the East Anglian group of sites, distinct from the 
Wessex type with more upright neck and less wide shoulder, e.g., 

28"Prehistoric Lincolnshire", Arch. ]., ciii. 15. 
28P. Corder and T. Davies Pryce, "Belgic and other Early Pottery at 

North Ferriby, Yorks.", Ant. ]., vol. xviii. 
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AU Cannings Cross pl. 40. 2, and from the Upper Thames type with 
more biconical shape, e.g., Long Wittenham, fig. 2. I and 2. The 
Leicestershire type differs, however, from the East Anglian type in 
its lack of a pronounced, somewhat angular, neck, and in the 
absence of finger-nail printing on the shoulder. 

ii. With greatest diameter lower and no marked shoulder. 
e.g. Harston. Fig. 9. 

Melton Mowbray. Fig. 13. 3. 
Market Harborough. Fig. 15. 4. 

B. Small situlate jars, rim shapes varying slightly. 
e.g., Breedon. Figs. 5. 5, 3. IO, 5. 12, 5. 6. 

Leicester. Fig. 15. 3. 
Hunsbury has a fairly close parallel to this type, fig . 7. FT I, 

which is one of the very few scored pots from that site, while fig. 7 
FT 4a and CP. 2, and fig. 9 FT 4, are of the same general type, but 
have no scoring. 

C. Barrel-shaped to somewhat globular pots, greatest girth about 
mid-height, apparently usually with splaying foot. 

i. Rim approximately upright. 
e.g., Breedon. Figs. 4. 4, 4. I, 5. 4· 

Similar rather barrel-shaped vessels seem to occur at 
Chastleton, figs. 5 and 7. 

ii. Rim reclined in. 
e.g., Breedon. Figs. 4. 6, 3. 5, 5. 17. 

These small barrel-shaped pots seem to be typical of the East 
Midlands Iron Age A2, and are not paralleled in the Wessex and 
Upper Thames groups. They are, however, found at Wisley in 
Surrey. They may be a development from the Class B small situlate 
jars. Such a development could be suggested from F engate, fig. 8. 
U 7, from the later group of pits, through Hunsbury, fig 7. FT I 

and CP 2, Breedon, fig. 4. 3, Egginton, fig. 3 to Breedon, fig. 4. I. 

Possibly the latest stage in the development is shown by Salome 
Lodge, pl. LX, I and 2, which were found associated in a hearth 
with Belgic vessels, and may in turn be linked with types occurrin~ 
in very late Belgic levels at Leicester (Jewry Wall, fig. 34. 9). At 
Wisley there are several examples, e.g., fig. I. I, 3 and 12. 

D. Small pots with wavy or S-shaped profile. 
e.g., Breedon. Fig. 3. 3. 

Harston. Fig. II. 2. 
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This form is found at a number of east coast Iron Age A sites, 
for example Scarborough, fig. 2r. 30, Fengate, fig. 9. W2, Abington 
Pigotts, pl. LB. 

E. Rare examples of vessels of indeterminate rounded outline, 
of slightly polished grey or black ware. 

e.g., Breedon, fig. 3. 9, 4, 2, 5. r and 8. 

These vessels may suggest a slight Iron Age B influence, such 
as is held to be responsible for the Upper Thames AB vessels, e.g., 
Allen's Pit, p.g. ro. 22-25. But some of the Breedon examples, 
e.g., fig. 5. r and 8 look more like degenerate A forms, and it is 
possible that the type of surface-finish is more like the "smooth 
surface, often soapy in texture", ascribed to Iron Age A2, in E. 
Anglia. 3° Further characteristics are: 

F. The splayed base of the majority of the small pots and some of 
the larger ones. This is a characteristi<:: which is found sporadically 
on a number of other sites, e.g., Fengate, fig. 8. U7-U12, 
Hu-nsbury, fig . II, B6, Mount Farm, Dorchester, fig. 8. A II 4, 
Scarborough, fig. 19. 2rd, e, f, j, Abington Pigotts, pl. I, West 
Harling, p. 120, fig. 50, but nowhere does it form the predominent 
feature that it does in the Leicestershire group. It may be noted 
that all the parallels occur on sites for which an origin through an 
East Coast route may be expected. 

G. The absence of fine-ware, sharply angular bowls. All other 
Iron Age A groups so far identified have some form, varying 
from region to region, of sharply-angular bowls, to be derived from 
a continental prototype influenced by a metal vessel, usually of 
La Time type. Not a single sherd of such bowls has so far been 
foood in any of the Leicestershire-Lincolnshire sites. 

H. The very great frequency of irregular scored decoration. 
In a few instances, e.g., fig. 9, there is some attempt at zonal 
arrangement, but for the most part it is completely irregular. It is 
usually applied with a single-pointed, sharp tool, making a com
paratively deep and rather ragged incision. Only in the case of 
fig. 12, a vessel of unusually degenerate and weak appearance, is 
there a suggestion of the partial use of a four-toothed comb. For 
scored decoration again there are scattered parallels from other sites, 
e.g., Fengate, Fig. 8. U7, Hunsbury, fig. 7. FTr and Dr3, Abing
ton Pigotts, pl. V. A, Egginton, Bedfordshire, fig. 3. r and 2. In 

30J.A.N.S., 27. 
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all these cases, however, the scoring is much more sparse, and does 
not approach the all-over style of the Leicestershire-Lincolnshire 
group. Moreover, the paucity of the number of examples foUIIld, 
out of the great quantity of material from these and other sites, 
emphasizes the contrast with the frequency of the practice in the 
group in question. 

Distribution 

The sites where pottery with the above-mentioned character
istics was found appear on pl. XI. With the exception of Market 
Harborough, they all lie close to the Trent or its tributaries, and 

' this is in fact the geographical feature which unites them, for contact 
between the East Leicestershire uplands and the Charnwood Forest 
area would, in prehistoric times, have been limited by the inter
vening boulder clays flanking the valley of the Soar. Thus a route 
of arrival via the Trent is suggested. But before a conclusion is 
reached as to the source of the culture represented by this pottery, 
it is necessary to consider its connections with adjoining areas. 

The regions of distinctive Iron Age A culture with which 
Leicestershire might be expected to come in contact are the Upper 
Thames area and East Anglia. The uplands of East Leicestershire 
form part of the Jurassic Zone route, and thus bring the region into 
potential contact with the Upper Thames area, with which contact 
would also be possible through the Northamptonshire Uplands. 
Cont~ct with East Anglia is established through the headwaters of 
the tributaries of the Wash, which penetrate far into the Leicester
shire-Northamptonshire Uplands, and with the lower courses of 
which is associated almost all the Iron Age A occupation of East 
Anglia. It wouJd therefore be expected that if the Leicestershire 
Iron Age pottery is to be derived from any region in Britain, it 
would be from one of these, and its relationship to the principal sites 
is discussed in the following paragraphs. 

The distinctive characteristics of the Breedon pottery do not 
appear at Hunsbury, nor vice versa. Some parallels can be given 
between small globular and situlate pots, in coarse ware, which 
presumably at Hunsbury belong to the underlying ·Iron Age A 
culture, while splaying bases are found at both sites, but the Breedon 
"splay" seems to be more concave than the form at Hunsbury. 
The Hunsbury decorated La Tene-type pottery is lacking at Breedon 
with the possible exception of one small sherd, fig. 2. 3, while the 
characteristic Breedon scoring is not found at Hunsbury, only two 
of the pots illustrated being scored, and these to a much slighter 
degree than the Breedon examples. 



62 LEICESTERSHIRE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

The Breedon pottery is clearly derived from the same general 
parentage as the pottery at Fengate, Peterborough. A number of 
forms can be compared to Fengate examples, but are considerably 
more degenerate than vessels found in the early and middle groups of 
pits, while the latest Fengate types seem to have developed on 
somewhat different lines, as is not unnatural in a decadent period 
in which scattered groups developed local idiosyncrasies. On this 
subject it may be remarked that the existence of such very degenerate, 
and therefore presumably late, A2 pottery in Leicestershire suggests 
that the absence at Fengate of the Iron Age B influence shown at 
Hunsbury cannot by itself be used as an argument for a terminal 
date for the Fengate settlement as early as the middle of the second 
century B.C. (Fengate, p. 222). Like Leicestershire, the Peter
borough area lies remote from the south and west, whence the new 
influences appear to be coming, while the old east coast routes do 
not seem to be receiving new ideas and peoples. 

But while there are basic similarities between Fengate and 
Breedon, there are clear points of difference. In the first place 
there is in all the Leicestershire groups a complete absence of the 
carinated bowl forms in a smoothed ware found in the early pits at 
Fengate, and also of anything which would be descended from them. 
Secondly, Breedon shows no sign at all of the influence from the 
Upper Thames area, which is allied to, but not identical with, the 
coastal Wessex A culture. The only element at Breedon which can 
be associated with Fengate, other than forms similarly degenerated 
from allied prototypes, is the splayed foot, which at Fengate is 
ascribed to Marnian influence. Thirdly, Fengate provides little in 
the way of prototypes or parallels for the most striking Breedon 
characteristic, the scored decoration. Only one scored vessel is illus
trated, fig. 8. U7, in which the scoring is again ascribed to Marnian 
influence. This vessel itself could be an ancestor of a vessel such as 
Breedon, fig. 4. 3, but the rareness of such technique at Fengate 
suggests that it is at most a collateral connection. It would there
fore appear that the Leicestershire pottery is derived from the same 
continental stock as Fengate, but one which was differentiated at an 
early date, either on the continent or in Britain, and which in Britain 
was subjected to different influences. 

There are a number of parallels between Breedon and the Iron 
Age A material from Abington Pigotts, particularly in the high 
$houldered situlate types and the small pots with wavy profile and 
splaying base. Abington Pigotts, like Breedon, shows no signs of 
the B influence seen at Hunsbury, and its forms appear more 
devolved than thase of Fengate, though probably not as much as 
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those at Breedon, while like Breedon it seems to lack the carinated 
bowl forms and finer wares. It has at least one example of scoring 
similar to that at Breedon (pl. V. A), but the majority of scoring 
is apparently with a multiple-toothed comb and may be on Belgic 
sherds, particularly .of the type of cooking pots found at Verulamium 
(e.g., Verulamium, fig . 2I. 64 a-d, and Leicester, e.g., Jewry Wall, 
fig. 36. 27). A form found at Abington Pigotts (fig. 2. B) , All 
Cannings Cross, Fengate and Hunsbury, but not at Breedon, is the 
jar with upright rim, round shoulder, and rounded handles swelling 
out of the wall of the vessel. Unfortunately, as the excavation at 
Abington Pigotts was, like that of Fengate and Hunsbury, for com
mercial purposes, there is no evidence as to whether the numerous 
Belgic vessels of South-Eastern type are contemporary with the 
Iron Age A material, or, like the Roman and medieval materia~, 
subsequent to it, so it does not provide dating evidence. 

The Breedon pottery seems to have little connection with that of 
the Upper Thames Valley. The most individual situla form there 
is one with a rather low shoulder, with wall inclined sharply in 
above, and high neck spreading to approximately the width of the 
shoulder (Long Wvttenham., fig. 2 . 1 and 2; Allen's Pit, fig. 8. 3), 
which is quite unrepresented in Leicestershire. The sharply carinated 
bowls of this area, often decorated with combinations of oblique 
lines · above the carination, are also not found. The Leicestershire 
splayed base is absent on most published Upper Thames Valley sites 
with an exception at Mount Farm, Dorchester (fig. 8. A II 4). It is, 
on the other hand, found on the Oxfordshire Jurassic zone site of 
Chastleton (figs. 3 and 4). None of the Oxfordshire examples has 
the Leicestershire scoring. It is just possible that there is a faint 
echo of the Upper Thames AB influence (cf. Allen's Pit, pp. 40-1) 
in the few burnished sherds at Breedon, which do stand out from 
the rest. Fig. 4. 2 may be comparable to the gently curved globuJar 
forms with everted lip (which seems preferable as description to 
"incipient bead-rim"), e.g., Allen's Pit, fig. 10. 22-25, but on the 
other hand, the other two burnished Breedon sherds illustrated, fig. 
5. I and 8 look more like degenerate A forms. Any influence is 
therefore very remote. 

A small group which certainly has affinities to the Leicestershire 
group is that in an Iron Age burial at Egginton, Bedfordshire. All 
four forms there illustrated are of dumpy globular form with slightly 
thickened rims, and at least three of them are decorated with scoring, 
though rather more restrained than most of the Leicestershire 
examples. The forms look more degenerate than the Leicestershire 
ones, being more squat and with less sign of shoulder. On the other 
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hand the rims retain a form of finger printing giving a cabling effect, 
which is usually considered an early characteristic. 

A group which has parallels in form, which from its geographical 
position are unexpected, is that from Wisley in Surrey. Here, fig. 
4. 4, is a situla with an upright rim which resembles Harston, fig. 
II. I, and is a type of situla not exactly similar to that from other 
regions. The Wisley pot has a rather more marked shoulder than 
the Harston one, and may be typologically earlier. Wisley, fig. 
4. 55, is a rather globular jar with out-curved rim, very close to 
Market Harborough, fig. 13. r. Wisley also has a number of small 
barrel-shaped pots to which the Leicestershire pots of group Cii are 
very similar. The Wisley group is rather hard to place chrono
logically. Its Iron Age A forms do not look very devolved, much 
less so, for example, than Maiden Castle; this is, however, an un
certain criterion. Its situla form, already referred to, and its bowl form 
(op. cit. fig. 21. 9, 10) differ from those of the p:iain regional groups 
of Wessex, the Upper Thames, East Anglia. Some of its forms, 
especially the pedestal base, fig. 2. 18 and the bowl, fig . r. 8, closely 
resemble those identified as Marnian at Worth by Professor Hawkes 
(Ant. f. XX, fig. 13 and Ant. ]. VIII, fig. 15a) and therefore 
dated 250 B.C. On the other hand the base Wisley fig. 2. 19 is 
closer to the Wealden culture descended from the Marnian, e.g., 
Oldbury fig. I2. I, and there are two bead-rim bowls, decorated with 
swags, Wisley, fig. 3. 34 and 37, which resemble Wessex types. 
These examples therefore suggest a date in the first century B.C. 
Unfortunately the site was inadequately recorded, so it cannot be 
said whether or not all the material was contemporary. The simi
larities in form between the Leicestershire and Wisley group (which 
has also some East Anglian parallels, for instance with W. Harling) 
are sufficiently striking to suggest a connected continental origin. 
The Wisley group, however, entirely lacks the characteristic 
Leicestershire scoring. 

In sum, it would therefore appear that the Leicestershire
Lincolnshire group has no effective parallels with the Upper Thames 
group. With the East Anglia group, there are a certain numtier, 
but for the most part not more than would be accounted for by a 
common ancestry. The most consistent Leicestershire character
istics, notably the scored decoration and the splayed base, are only 
occasionally found. Professor Hawkes has suggested that both of 
these characteristics are derived from third century Mamian 
influence, 31 which is exemplified at Worth32 and the Ca burn. 33 The 

31Fengate, fig. 8. U7; Egginton, 238. 
32Ant. ]., xx, 115-121. 
33Sussex Arch. Col., vol. lxxx, "The Cabum Pottery and its implications". 
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suggested manifestations in Leicestershire, however, are in a 
different class from those at Fengate and Egginton, for they are 
the predominant characteristics, while in any case the connection is 
slender. No line of development for the pedestal bases on these 
Iron Age A forms can be shown, as it can for the Wealden culture 
foot-ring vessels, 34 ,while the scoring is very different in character 
from the slight combing on the Marnian vessels. Moreover, it 
appears unlikely that these two characteristics should have filtered 
through from Southern Britain with only somewhat sporadic occur
rences, to appear in such strength in a backward area of the Central 
Midlands. A further obvious comparison is with Belgic scored 
vessels so common in the South-East,35 a type which penetrated into 
Leicestershire in the period immediately before the Roman 
Conquest. 36 The form of the vessels and the technique of decoration 
is moreover so different that direct derivation is impossible, though 
the few vessels showing zoned decoration may have been influenced 
by the allied Belgic technique. 

The absence in Leicestershire of any of the varieties of 
sharply angular bowls found in the other regions is another striking 
divergence. It would therefore appear that the group in question 
cannot, on present evidence, be directly derived from any area in 
Britain. 

From this, it must be concluded that the culture reached the 
Leicestershire-Lincolnshire area from a separate continental source, 
its route of entry being the Trent. Such a route would suggest, as 
indeed is the case for all the East Anglian, Upper Thames and Lower 
Thames groups, an origin in the Low Countries. Dr. Savory has 
shown that the requisite conditions for the origin of the Upper 
Thames group is a backward Hallstatt area with just sufficient con
tact with La Tene to provide the metal prototypes for the sharply 
angled bowls, 37 and has concluded that such an area is to be found 
in the region of Hainault, Artois and Picardy. It is precisely the 
angular bowls which are missing in Leicestershire and it is therefore 
suggested that the source of this culture is to be found in a yet more 
backward area, and, as will be seen, at an appreciably later date 
than the fourth century, when the Upper Thames group probably 
arrived in this country. It has not yet been possible to investigate 
continental sources sufficiently to locate such an area, but that 

34Qldb1try, 140 ff. 
35e.g., Wheathamstead and Prae Wood, Verulamium pl. LI and fig. 19 etc. 
36Jewry Wall, fig. 34 etc. 
37Long Wittenham, 8 ff. 
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scoring was in use in South Holland at a late date is shown by its 
appearance at Valkenburg,38 where it is described as "Native, so
called Frisian-Batavian-Chaucian wares". 

A late date is suggested for the Leicestershire group in the first 
place by the devolved appearance of the pottery. Such a criterion 
cannot be a yard-stick for an exact chronology, but the degree of 
devolution is such as to make an early date in Iron Age A out of the 
question. Two other pieces of evidence point to a late date. In -
the first place, at Breedon, Harston and Denton, rotary querns of 
Hunsbury type are associated with typical pottery in the same pits, 
and therefore the association cannot be doubted. It is generally 
accepted that rotary querns were introduced into Southern Britain 
by Iron Age B peoples not earlier than the middle of the first 
century B. C. 39 The Leicestershire groups were therefore 
sufficiently in touch with Iron Age B or AB peoples (possibly at 
Hunsbury itself) to acquire the new type of quern , though the only 
other evidence of B influence, , the burnished pottery, is rather 
dubious. A date earlier than the first century B.C. is therefore 
unlikely. Secondly, at two sites, Loughborough and Denton 
(Lincolnshire), a Belgic vessel appears with the Iron Age A pottery, 
though in both cases, owing to the circumstances of the finds, the 
closeness of the association is uncertain, and in the case of Lough
borough the non-Belgic forms seem to be somewhat later that the 
material from elsewhere. At any rate, continuance into a period in 
which contact with Belgic influence begins has some support, and 
the evidence from the Jewry Wall, Leicester,40 suggests that effective 
Belgic penetration did not take place until a decade or so before the 
Roman invasion. 

It would therefore appear probable that the date of the groups 
in question is first century B.C.-first century A.D. A very few 
minute Roman sherds in the surface soil at Breedon probably do 
not prove occupation into the Roman period, but only sporadic visits 
or possibly agriculture. So far, no indication has been found in 
Leicestershire of any Iron Age occupation earlier than the groups 
in question. 

From this it results that the users of this pottery were the 
occupants of the region at the time of the Roman conquest. It 
remained, as is not unexpected from its position, remote from the 
new influences of the south coast, an area of backward Iron Age A 

38Van Giffen, 25th-28th Jaarverslag van de Vereeniging voor ,Terpen
onderzoek, Afb. 52. 38, 41. 

39E. C. Curwen , Antiquity, vol. xv; R. E. M. Wheeler, Maiden Castle, 322. 
40Jewry Wall, 124-5. 
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peoples. The evidence for Iron Age B in Leicestershire is very 
scanty, and not more than could be accounted for by trade, though 
in Lincolnshire there is of course more evidence owing to its con
nection with the Northern B area. In the Roman period, Leicester
shire and Lincolnshire formed the canton of the Coritani, with 
Leicester, Ratre Coritanorum, as its centre. It therefore seems 
possible to claim that the users of the pottery in question were in 
fact the Coritani. Dr. F. Oswald41 has suggested that pottery found 
in the lowest levels at Margidunum was Coritanian, and that this 
pottery showed them to be of Marnian origin. The evidence from 
the Jewry Wall site, however, has shown that the pottery in question 
is in fact Belgic of largely post-Conquest date and is Mamian only 
in the sense that Belgic pottery of the south-eastern type is based on 
the La Tene of the Marne area. A most suitable pre-Roman capital 
for the Coritani would be the magnificent hill-fort of Burrough-on
the-Hill, on a spur of the Jurassic escarpment, overlooking the 
valley of the Wreak. "Rude British earthenware" was found here 
in 1853, 42 but has since disappeared. It is only five miles from 
Melton Mowbray, one of the find spots of the pottery here dealt with. 
However, only excavation can show if this identification is justified. 

Conclusion 

It is therefore suggested that the finds from Leicestershire and 
Lincolnshire here illustrated belong to settlements of the Coritani of 
the first century B.C.-first century A.D. An alternative title 
would be the Trent Valley regional group, since it is clear that it is 
connected with the Trent and its tributaries which is the unifying 
geographical feature, and it is probable that it was by the Trent 
that the group arrived. It has been shown that it is improbable on 
the evidence of the pottery that the group can be directly derived 
from any of the other Iron Age A groups in this country, and it has 
been suggested that they arrived at a late date from a backward area 
of the Low Countries. Such a late group would find East Anglia 
and the other more accessible areas already strongly occupied, and 
would therefore be obliged to penetrate via the Trent into the central 
Midlands, into an area apparently hitherto unoccupied by Iron Age 
people. Here they developed a fairly wide-spread, but crude and 
unprogressive culture, which may have lasted until the Roman 
conquest. Both Breedon and Burrough camps show two periods of 

41The Origin of the Coritani, Ant. J., vol. xxi. 
42V.C.H. Leicestershire, i. 249. 
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fortification, Breedon on the strength of excavation evidence (pp. 
19-21 above) and Burrough, since surface indications strongly suggest 
that the inturn of the entrance is an addition. It can only be a 
guess, but the first stage of the fortifications might be against the 
Belgae, established at Duston in Northamptonshire and subse
quently at Leicester, and the second, as in the West Midlands, 
against the Romans. 
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APPENDIX I 

Report on Burials in Area I (see pp. 22-24) 

by 

I. W. CORNWALL, B.A. 

Male. Medium height. Skull-sutures all open. Epiphyses 
of long bones united to shafts but sutures still evident. 
Full set of teeth in good condition. Second and third 
molars scarcely worn. Young adult, about 20 years. 

Female. Short and slightly built. Height perhaps 5 ft. 
2 ins. Pre-auricular sulcus present in pelvis. Small 
mastoid processes. Skull-sutures beginning to close 
internally. Traces only of epiphyseal sutures on long 
bones. Palate very small. Teeth small and even, much 
worn but sound. Age 20-30. 

Male. Tall, muscular build. Typically male pelvis. Skull 
fragmentary but prominent brow-ridges, mastoids confirm 
sex. Sagittal suture almost obliterated externally. Only 
incisors, canines and first premolars remain in mandible, 
all the rest of the teeth lost during life. All much worn . 
and some traces of caries. Age 40-50. 
Male. Height about 6 ft. Muscular build. Typically 
male skull and pelvis. Both lower first molars lost during 
life. Second and third lower molars carious. All save 
third molars in upper jaw much worn. Age 35-45· 
Male. Medium height. Muscular build. Left fibula 
fused to tibia by an exostosis just above ankle-joint. Teeth 
very worn. Upper molars one and two on both sides and 
one lower first molar lost in life. Age .about 40. 

Male. Short stature. Light build. No sulcu,s in pelvis 
and marked male characters in skull. Right elbow-joint 
completely immobilized by synostosis. Skull-sutures 
partly obliterated externally. Right upper first and second 
molars and all lower teeth save the incisors, canine and 
first pre-molar on the left side lost during life. Age about 
30. 
Female ( ?). Sex mainly from skull-characters. Pelvis 
very fragmentary. Short and slight build. Very prnmi
nent nose. All teeth in upper jaw save the left canine and 
possibly the right third molar lost during life. Nomandible. 
From condition of skull-sutures age 30-40. 
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No.I No.4 No.17 

»ftf 
SKELETONS EXCAVATED AT BREEDON 
Fig. 17 Measured drawings of skeletons, 1, 4, and 17 (cf. fig. 1). 1\ 
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No. r3. Sex doubtful. Medium height apparently, epiphyses of 
long bones not united. Skull-sutures all quite open and 
skull-bones thin. Full set of teeth present. Third molars 
in mandible fully erupted. Rootless unerupted germs only 
in the maxilla. Age probably under 20, say r7-r9. 

No. r4. Probably female, from pelvis and skull-characters, but 
tall for a woman. Age, from the skull-sutures, probably 
only 20-30, but nine of the twelve molars were lost during 
life and two of the remainder are badly decayed. 

No. r5. Female from pelvis and skull. Medium height. Lower 
teeth much worn but sound. All three molars on the 
right side lost during life. Skull-sutures mostly obliterated. 
Age probably between 40 and 50. 

No. r,7. Young adult female. Short to medium height. Teeth all 
present but upper third molars unworn. Rest sound but 
already much worn. Age: in early 2o's. 

No. r8. Male, with marked male skull-characters. Pelvis frag
mentary. Short stature, perhaps 5 ft. 4 ins. Teeth mostly 
present, much worn but sound. Lambdoid suture 
obliterated. Age over 50. 

No. r9. Male. No pelvis but marked male skull-characters. Very 
tall-perhaps over 6 ft.-'-and muscular. Teeth very large 
and sound, but overcrowded in both jaws. In maxilla, 
the left lateral incisor has erupted almost in the middle 
line, behind the median incisor. All teeth save third 
molars much worn. From condition of skull-sutures aged 
only 20-30. 

No. 20. Male. Medium to tall. Very long arms. Full set of 
teeth but some molars carious. Even third molars very 
much worn. Skull-sutures almost completely obliterated. 
Over 50. 

None of the skulls and bones examined (only the larger Jong 
bones) showed any evidence of violent death. From the consistent 
attitude and orientation of the bodies, the absence of grave-goods 
and the presence of both sexes of various ages, it seems most unlikely 
that these represent an Iron Age population, and certainly not war
casualties. The evidence all poinfs to their being early Christian 
burials. 
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APPENDIX II 

Report on Animal Bones from the 1946 Excavations 

by 

]. WILFRID JACKSON, D.Sc., F.S.A. 

The bones are those of the usual domestic animals, used as food 
by the inhabitants of the site, and comprise those of Small Ox, 
Small Sheep, Pig and Horse (one tooth). There are also bones of 
a small dog, probably used for herding. They compare well with 
other Iron Age sites. 

Area I 
Pre-Graves 

Small Ox. 

Small Sheep. 

Pig. 

Grave Fills 
Small Ox. 

Small Sheep. 

Pig. 
Small Horse. 

Sealing Graves 

Small Ox. 

Six loose teeth, imperfect calcaneum, and top of 
ulna. 
Imperfect top of tibia. 

· One tooth. 
One tooth and calcaneum. 
Two teeth. 

I 

Two teeth, calcaneum and humerus (imperfect). 
Tooth, phalange and tip of femur. 
Two teeth. 

Two fragments of jaw with teeth. 
One tooth. 
Canine. 

Three Teeth. 
Five teeth, lower two-thirds of humerus. 
Five. teeth. 
Ulna and young mandible with milk teeth. 
Phalange. 

Two teeth. 
Two teeth. 

Two fragments of jaw with teeth. 

Incisor. 

Five teeth and calcaneum. 
One loose tooth and fragment of homcore. 
Imperfect axis and fragment of distal end of 
femur. 
Five teeth and two phalanges. 
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Small Sheep. 

Medieval Level 

Small Ox. 

Two teeth and calcaneum. 
Three teeth and imperfect axis vertebra. 
Tooth. 
Four teeth and radius. 

Fragments of skull with homcore of the Bos 
longifrons type, fragment of upper jaw with 
teeth, odd tooth, toe bones, astragalus, young 
radius, and fragment of pelvis. 
Three teeth, nasal bone,.,and imperfect astragalus, 
also phalange. 
Four teeth, phalange, and four fragments of 
metatarsals. 
Various bone fragments. 
Two teeth and fragment of metacarpal. 
Two fragments of teeth. 

Small Sheep. . Eight teeth, part of radius and top of femur. 

Pig. 

Area II 

Pit I 

Small Ox. 

Pit 3 

Small Ox. 

Dog. 

Pit 2 

Small Ox. 

Small Sheep. 

Pit 5 

Small Ox. 

Three teeth and imperfect metacarpal. 
One milk-molar and three incisors. 
One tooth. 
Incisor and molar. 

Two teeth. 
Two fragments of teeth. 

One tooth. 

One tooth, distal half of humerus, and other 
fragments. 

Various fragmentary bones and vertebrae. 

Two calcanea, distal end of radius, and three 
teeth. 

Two teeth and fragments of slender metacarpals 
and metatarsals. 

Vertebrae, part of metatarsal, toe bones and upper 
molar; 



EXCAVATIONS AT BREEDON-ON-THE-HILL, 1946 75 

Small Sheep. Tooth and two bone fragments. 

Earth on crevices of rock 

Small Ox. Upper part of metatarsal, distal end of meta
carpal, and three teeth. 

(Note.-Separate entries indicate separate find-spots). 

APPENDIX III 
A Survey of the Distribution of Querns of Hunsbury 

or Allied Types 

by 

JUDITH T. PHILIPS, B.A. 

Querns of the Eastern Midlands, East Anglia and Southern Areas 
of the West Riding of Yorkshire, being of the Hunsbury 
or Allied Types. 43 

The quern44 type which has been named after the Northampton
shire camp at Hunsbury is characterised by four main attributes: -
First, its conical or beehive shape. Second, the extreme narrowness 
of its feedpipe. Third, the angle of the grinding surface, which is flat 
or only slightly inclined; and fourth, the handle holes which.penetrate 
the hopper or feedpipe. The first three of these characteristics distin
guish this series from thequernsofSouthern and Western Britain. The 
Hunsbury type and others allied to it by one or more common 
features are largely confined to the area of the Eastern Midlands, 
Yorkshire and East Anglia. There are one or two exceptions to 
this rule, but they do not materially affect the conclusion that this 
is a regional type derived from sources other than those of the querns 
from the South and West of England. 

43My thanks are due, for much help and kindness, to the Directors and 
Assistants of the following Museums: the Ashmolean, Aylesbury, 
Cambridge University, Cheltenham, Colchester, Doncaster, Ipswich, 
Leicester, Lincoln, Liverpool, Loughborough, Market Harborough, 
Northampton, Norwich, Reading and Sheffield; to F. L. Preston, 
Esq ., Secretary of the Research Sub-Committee of the Hunter 
Archaeological Society and to Mrs. S. Lloyd (The Redhouse, Pipe
well); also to the Institute of Archaeology and the Central Research 
Fund Committee of the University of London, from which Fund I 
received a grant for expenses in connection with the collection of 
material. 

44Lowerstones are not discussed here, since they do not vary materially as 
between different groups. With one exception, namely, the base 
of a pot quern, from Hunsbury itself, all those found have a flat or 
flattish grinding surface and a shallow central socket for the spindle 
pin. Only a few pins have been preserved. 
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The Hunsbury type itself can be sub-divided into two groups, 
those with moulded rims (a), and those with flat or rounded rims (b). 

The two main groups of allied types are: 

(i) the Yorkshire type, probably derived directly from the 
Hunsbury type, and differing only in having handle holes 
which do not penetrate the hopper or feedpipe, and 

(ii) the East Anglian type, which varies more radically from 
the others, but which is probably derived from a common 
ancestor, if not from the Hunsbury type itself. 

There is very little which need be said about the Yorkshire type, 
apart from the fact that it is largely, though not entirely, confined to 
the Northern part of the area under discussion, and that querns with 
two handle holes appear to be more frequent in this than in the 
Hunsbury type; The East Anglian type, on the other hand, requires 
a fuller description. 

The most obvious difference between East Anglian quems and 
Hunsbury and Yorkshire quems is that of material . Hunsbury and 
Yorkshire querns are normally made of grit or limestone, materials 
which are reasonably easy to work and which can be obtained in 
blocks large enough not to limit the size of the object manufactured. 
East Anglian quems, on the other hand, are made from pudding
stone, probably obtained in the form of small boulders, and which 
is apparently far harder to shape. As a result of this, East Anglian 
querns are usually flatter and wider, and altogether more bun
shaped than the Hunsbury or Yorkshire types. Also, owing to the 
formation of the conglomerate rock, it appears that the making of 
handle holes presents a special difficulty. Handle holes do occur 
in East Anglian querns, sometimes beautifully squared, but fre

, quently they are either worn through at the base or have broken, 
always a result of weakness in the rock, destroying a large part of 
the quern. In order to overcome this disadvantage, the makers 
adopted the expedient of fitting a hoop, often of iron, round the 
lower part of the stone, to which a handle, or handles, could be 
attached. The presence of such a hoop is sometimes indicated by 
c1 narrow groove and sometimes by a band of iron rust, but in many 
cases it can only be inferred from the absence of a handle hole or 
from vertical chipping around the lower edge of the upperstone. 
That the iron hoop was not an original feature of this type of rotary 
quern at its introduction into the area is suggested by the fact that 
a half-finished handle hole or broken handle hole is occasionally 
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present with a groove or band of rust presumably superimposed 
upon it because it has been found impossible either to finish or renew 
the hole without completely wrecking the grinding surface. 

East Anglian types are not confined to East Anglia, nor are 
they the only types in that area, although they are predominant and 
the other types present may be considered to be strays or the result 
of small scale immigration, The area of East Anglian predominance 
extends to Buckinghamshire, and strays appear in Lincolnshire and 
at Hunsbury itself. It should also be noticed that not all puddingstone 
quems are allied to the Hunsbury type. There are a few made from 
this material lacking the characteristic narrow feedpipe and having a 
much steeper inclination of the grinding surface. These are pro
bably derived from a different prototype, although the general 
shape is similar to those allied to the Hunsbury type, owing to the 
form of the raw material used. 

In every area querns of types other than the predominant type 
occur sporadically. Hunsbury types appear as far north as the 
Derbyshire-Yorkshire border, and as far West as Gloucestershire 
and Somerset (Ham Hill); 45 and Yorkshire types occur (rarely) in 
the Midlands and East Anglia. Nor are all the quems within these 
groups similar to one another. There are variations in height, in 
the angle at which the quems are set, and in details of shape. The 
angle of the grinding surface varies slightly, some being inclined at 
a greater angle than the normal maximum of 5°, others being con
vex instead of concave. A few quems of otherwise Hunsbury type 
are irregular and bun-shaped rather than conical. The rim of the 
hopper may be flat and smooth, rounded, or narrow and sharp. 
Usually th:e variations are slight; the quems fit quite naturally into 
the general categories and these minor differences do not merit 
individual attention. They may be the result of local fashions, or, 
in the case of the rougher specimens, carelessness or inexperience on 
the part of the manufacturer. There are, however, a few quems 
which, while retaining the main characteristics of the type to which 
they belong, have added features which require description. 

The quern from Homcastle, Lines., is a variant of the Huns
bury (a) type . Instead of a normal single moulding below the rim, 
it has a double moulding, and a further, single, moulding, on the 
rim. This quern also has three handle holes, two opposed and the 
third between them. A Yorkshire type of quern from the Swaffham 
area, Norfolk, has its two handle holes set at an angle of 90° to one 
another, and a slight depression opposite to one of them suggests 

45E. C. Curwen, Antiquity, 1937. 
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that the maker originally intended to produce either a three-handled 
quern or a normal two-handled quern with the handles opposed. 
Possibly the present arrangement is the result of a weakness in the 
stone at the point where the second hole would normally be placed. 
Certainly the present arrangement looks unsatisfactory, if it was 
intended that both holes should be used simultaneously. One of 
the querns from Hunsbury is slightly oval at the base, with a rect
angular hopper, the long sides flattened, and three handle holes, 
all at one end. One of these, placed in the centre of the narrow 
end, penetrates the hopper, while the other two, one on each side of 
the rounded end are of the Yorkshire type. The two flanking holes 
might have been considered experimental additions and unusable, 
had it not been for the presence of iron rust in one of them, 
suggesting that it had been fitted with an iron handle. 46 

Iron rust appears in the handle holes of two other querns from 
Hunsbury. It has not been found elsewhere, but from these, and 
from the size of handle holes in some other examples, particularly 
of the Yorkshire variety, it may be inferred that it was not 
unusual to have iron handles, as well as iron spindles in the lower 
stones and iron sleeves, to hold them in place, in the upper stones. 
An iron spindle is preserved in the lower stone from Hunsbury and 
in the lower stone of an exceptionally large quern in Ipswich 
Museum (1920.52.n); the latter is also remarkable for having four 
concentric grooves neatly cut in the grinding surface round the base 
of the pin. Parts of iron spindles also occur rusted into the iron 
sleeves of upper stones. 

In view of the large number of querns found at the type site 
itself and of their variety, it is convenient to examine them a little 
more fully than those scattered around their area of dominance. The 
Hunsbury site is important also in being one of the few at which 
there were associated finds. Very few of the querns under review 
come from datable sites, most being stray finds; even at Hunsbury, 
owing to the difficulties under which the excavation was undertaken, 
they cannot be associated with any particular phase of the camp's 
history. They are, however, placed at that site in the pre-Roman 
Iron Age, whereas, the other dated sites containing querns in the 
area under review, are largely Roman. Also no other known site, 
in any area of Britain, has produced. as many querns. The number 
given by T. J. George (48 upper stones and 55 lower stones), is 
probably a conservative estimate as according to him the numbers 

46I't may only have been inserted experimentally and have broken off in the 
socket when used. This quern is No. XIII in the list. 
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were so great that many were removed by the workmen to be used 
as drains. Whether this extraordinary number was needed by the 
colony for its own use, or whether it was a centre of manufacture and 
distribution, is not clear. That querns were made on the spot seems 
likely, since two half-finished specimens are included in ~he col
lection (now in Northampton Museum). The stone had to be 
imported from Derbyshire (the nearest source of grit stone) and 
certainly querns of the same material are found in neighbouring 
districts. It seems, however, mote likely that the material was 
imported locally since other materials were also · used within the 
area of the Eastern Midlands. In Leicestershire reddish sandstone 
was used as well as grit stone, and in Lincolnshire local limestone 
was the fashion. If the querns were manufactured on the spot for 
the local market, the number found at Hunsbury suggests that this 
site contained a considerable permanent settlel,l}ent, that it was a 
prosperous township at the junction of important trade routes along 
the Jurassic belt, rather than a place of refuge, and that each house
hold owned its own quern and milled its own flour. 

The querns from Hunsbury itself include a small number not 
strictly of the Hunsbury type, as well as examples of the variants 
of that type. The vast majority, however, are of the Hunsbury 
type, both (a) and (b), probably in about equal proportions. An 
exact estimate cannot be made, since some of the querns are 
damaged at the rim and some of those classified as (a) have only 
the slightest trace of moulding. The Hunsbury querns usually have 
fairly wide rounded or flat rims, but none are as sharp as those from 
Breedon, apart from the curiosity with the rectangular hopper, 
described above. The height of the querns of both sub-divisions 
varies considerably, ranging from s½ to 10 inches. Outside the sub
division of the Hunsbury type, but still within the range under 
discussion, are two East Anglian querns of puddingstone, one com
plete with lower stone, and a few of Yorkshire or of a hybrid 
Hunsbury-Yorkshire type, the latter having two handle holes, only 
one of which penetrates the hopper. 

Only twenty-seven of the Hunsbury querns have been noted 
with particulars, and these twenty-seven include examples of all 
the normal types and all of those which fall outside the general 
classification. There are tJ;i.ree which are of a completely different 
type, and three which may be either damaged Hunsbury querns or 
hybrids. 47, The three querns which are not of Hunsbury type are 
in certain respects allied to it, and all three have continental 

47Nos. XVIII and XIX in the list, and one unlisted in Gallery. 
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counter-parts; two48 of them resemble-with only minor differences 
-,-the illustration by Dechelette of a quern from the La Tene III 
burial at Celles, and two querns illustrated by E. Major from Basle, 
while the third49 is apparently of the same type as that illustrated 
by Vouga from La Tene. Neither of these types is conical, and 
that resembling the La Tene quern is the furthest removed from 
the Hunsbury type, in that it has a wide feedpipe and no hopper, 
and a grinding surface inclined at an angle slightly above the 
average. Three querns, mentioned above as possible hybrids, are 
roughly similar in shape and size, but have shallow hoppers and 
narrow feedpipes; it is possible that the likeness is fortuitous, the 
result of breaks removing their summits. There is one quern, 50 

slightly above average height, which may possibly have been 
influenced by those of the Celles type in the formation of its summit 
and hopper, but otherwise the continental intruders appear to have 
had little influence on the local fashion. 

Nevertheless these querns are important as an indication of con
tinued connection with the continent, as they probably represent the 
result of small scale immigration (possibly of foreign traders in 
charge of the British end of continental routes) . Although the native 
tradition is somewhat different from the continental as represented 
at Hunsbury, there is sufficient resemblance to the Celles type to 
suggest common ancestry. There is, unfortunately, very little 
information available on European querns, and what little there is 
has not produced a certain prototype for the British bee-hive querns. 
There is a photograph of a conical quern from Poiana in Dacia, and 
of a bun-shaped quern from the same site. These approximate in 
general appearance to the Hunsbury (b) and East Anglian types, 
but in the absence of sections it is impossible to say whether they 
have the characteristic narrow feedpipe and low angle of the 
grinding surface. It seems probable, however, that the latter 
feature is, as Dechelette stated, a characteristic of European querns 
North of the Alps, and that our East Midland, Northern and East 
Anglian querns derive from that source, while those of the South 
and South West owe their origin to Mediterranian prototypes. 

From the foregoing it will be seen that more evidence of quern 
types from North-Western Europe is needed before anything very 
definite can be said about the immediate origin of the Hunsbury 
type. It may be worth mentioning that the flattish grinding sur~ . 

48Nos. X and XII in the List. 
49No. 5 in the List. 
SONo. I in the List. 



DISTRIBUTION OF QUERNS IN ENGLAND 

Area and Site 

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 
Buckinghamshire 
Buckinghamshire 

CAMBRIDGESHIRE 
F ulbourne 

Littleport 

Cambridgeshire 

DERBYSHIRE! 
Stanton Moor 

ESSEX 
Colchester 

Colchester 

Colchester 

Sbeepen Farm 

Essex 
Essex 

Essex 

Essex 

Essex 
Essex 
Essex 
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GLOUCESTERSHIRE 
Bourton-on-the-Water 
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Thurmaston 
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EA 
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EA 

EA 
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EA 

EA 

EA 

EA 
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EA 

E A 

EA 
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EA 

HY 
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H~ 
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H~ 
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H~ 

H~ 

H~ 

H~ 

y 
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Lincolnshire 
Waddingham ... EA 
Denton 
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Homcastle 
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NORFOLK' 
? Dunham ... 
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EA 

EA 
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Hunsbury 

Hunsbury 

H unsbury 
Hunsbury 
Hunsbury 
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Hunsbury 
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[XV] 
[X VI) 
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Desborough 
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Suffolk 
Suffolk 
Suffolk 
Suffolk 

Suffolk 

Suffolk 

Suffolk 
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Suffolk 
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Suffolk 
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NOTE.-(1) Derbyshire. Further querns (from Buxton and Meland ra Castle) are published by E . C. Curwen in Antiquity, vol. XV, 1941. 
(2) Leicest ershire. Illustrations of querns from Leicestershire are published by E . C. Curwen in Antiquity, vol. X V, 1941. 
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49. r,90 

J. 93-1292 

Joslin Col. 1226 

Joslin Col. 833 

Joslin Col. 1225 

H. 16 

155 · 08 
3731 · 18 

M/6476 

581A' 1884 
58!' 1884 

483 ·11 
12 -48 
11 ·48 

209· 14 

210 .14 

1-10 

41 · 27 

70 · 948 

81 · 940 

1920 · 52'15 
1920 · 84'13 
1920 · 52*4 
1920 · 52*5 

1820 ·84'18 

1920. 52•1 

1920 52'8 
1920 52') 
1920 · 52'9 
1920 52'10 

1920 · 52'17 

1948 · 19 · l 

1920 · 52'16 
1920 · 52*11 

J . 1911--1,6 

J. 1923 ·1 

13 · 48 

49 · 48 

81 ·42 

REMARKS 

Base much chipped. 
F eedpipe 1 in. in diameter at base of hopper. 

Base of Handlehole worn away . 

{ F eedpipe --r9cr in. at hopper . Published by Major Gordon Fowler, Cambs. 
Antiquarian Proc. 1950. 

Feedpipe i in. at hopper. 

One third of base broken. 

Base of handlehole worn away. 

Base of handlehole worn away. 

Fragmentary, about one quarter of a quern. 

Base uneven. 

Band of iron rust slightly above base, level varies. 
One third of quern broken away. 

Feedpipe slightly damaged. 

Two grooves in base ? for the ejection of the meal. Iron remains in 
Ieedpipe. 

Iron sleeve in feedpipe. 

Half quern broken away through bandleholes, one of which (B) appears 
unfinished. 

Iron sleeve in feedpipe. 
Groove for hoop 1 in. above base 1 in . wide. 
Hole bored through base to handlehole l ] in. from.outer edge. 
Irregular, bun-shaped, separate spindlehole l in in d iameter. 

Measurement of feedpipe taken at base of bopper. 

Triple mouldings of equal width, one on the rim, the others below it. 

Iron sleeve in feedpipe. 

{ 
Handles placed a t angle of about 90° , Depression opposite one. 

Published by T . Wake, Norfolk and Norwich Arch. Soc. 
vol. XXVIII , 1942. 

I ron sleeve in feedoioe. 

P ublished by T. Wake, N . & N. A. S., vol. XXVIII, 1942. 
Trace of iron band 1 in. above base. P ublished by T. Wake, 

N. & N . A. S., vol. XXVIII, 1942. 

Top of handlebole A is worn away. 
I ron sleeve and pin in feedpipe. 
I ron rust in feedpipe and in ba ndlehole. 

Rust from iron sleeve in feedpipe. T op of quern b roken away. 

Top partly broken, base damaged. 

Depression in hopper above handlehole, suggests it was meant to penetrate 

I ron sleeve in feedpipe. Top of handlehole B worn away. 

Iron sleeve in feedpipe. Depression in hopper above bandlehole B 
suggests it was meant to penetrate. 

I ron sleeve and ? part of pin in fecd pipe. 

? Top of quern broken away. 

Top of quern broken away. I ron sleeve and ? pin in feedpipe. 
Iron rust in handlehole. 

Iron sleeve in fee<lpipe. I ron rust in handlcbole A. H opper rectangular. 

One third of quern broken away. 

I ron sleeve in fee<lpipe. 
Summit slopes slightly downward from outer edge to hopper-feedpipe. 
I ron sleeve in feedpipe. Base slightly b roken. 

Quern much broken a t t op. Both handleholes partially destroyed. 

Base of handlehole worn away. 
Base damaged. Groove ½ in.- 1 in. a bove base. 

Half of base broken away. 

Much damaged. 

Base of handlehole worn away. 
H andlehole broken as in 1920 · 52*8. 

Base damaged . 

Damaged . 

Slight rim 0 0 one side of base. 
L ower stone has sq uared pin 2 in. h igh round which 4 concentric grooves 

have been cut in t he grinding surface. 

{ 
P ublished in Catalogue of the Ba tema n Collection, p . 173, by S. 0 . Addy 

"Hall of W altheof" 1893 pp. 96-7, and in Trans. of Hunter Arch. 
Soc . I, p . IOI. 

Published in Trans. Hunter A .S. I. p . 101. 
Publishet1 in Trans. Hunter A.S. I , p. 101. 

Published by N. Smedley, Yorks. Arch . J ourn. , vol. XXXVII, 1949. 

Published by N. Smedley, Yorks. Arch . Journ., vol. XXXVII, 1949. 

Base damaged slightly. Published in Yorks. Arch. Journ., vol. XXXVI, 
1944. 

(3) Norfolk. F ur.ther querns, from Erpingbam (Norwich Castle Museum 46 · 71), Sheringham Heath (Norwich Bridewell Museum 89 48) and Norfolk published by T. Wake, N orfolk and Norwich Arch . Soc. , vnl. 
XXVIII, 1942; fragments of uppecstones of E ast Anglian t ype were also found at Denton (Castle Hill) and W eeting. 

(4) Northamptonshire. Illustrations of some quems from Hunsbury are published by E. C. Curwen in Antiquity, vol. X V, 1941; there a re a t least twenty-one more upper stones from Hunsbury which have not 
been included in the table. 

(5) Suffolk. A further quern, from Bungay (Nonvich Castle :'.\1useum 28 · 937) is published by T. Wake, N . and N . A . S. , vol. XXVIII, 1942. Further querns of East Anglian type are also published by E. C. 
Curwen, in Antiquity, vol. X V, 1941. 

(6) Yorkshire. There are five more querns in Doncaster Museum, of Yorkshire type, which are not included. in The Table. 
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face is found in some North and Central European querns, such as 
those from Poland and Silesia. The Polish querns are, however, of late 
date, being Roman, or post-Roman. Rotary querns in Silesia, on the 
other hand, come from La Tene II contexts of second century date, 
except for one case, that of Bych6w, which is said to belong to the 
beginning of the Iron Age. These querns can hardly be included in 
the line of development of our Hunsbury querns, although they 
very probably owe their origin to the same source. A quern with 
a flat grinding surface from Diirnberg, Salszburg, probably of La 
Tene II date suggests the direction of the area of origin; the quern 
itself came from the river running beside the settlement. While 
none of the evidence described above is entirely satisfactory, owing 
to paucity of suitable illustrations and detail, certain general 
inferences as to area and age may perhaps be drawn from it. That 
a type, differing in respect of the angle · of the grinding surface from 
that originally developed in the Mediterranean area, was evolved 
in Central or Eastern Europe and spread to the North and North
West seems clear, and the probability that the general diffusion of 
the type did not take place until La Tene II times appears consistent 
with the available evidence. Therefore, it would seem highly 
improbable that the rotary quern of this Northern type could have 
reached the Midlands of Britain before the advent of the Iron Age 
B cultures; a conclusion to which support is lent by the fact that 
where rotary querns, admittedly derived from other sources, appear 
in the Western and Southern areas of Britain they have been found 
in B or AB contexts at the earliest, and never in purely A sites. It 
must be emphasized, however, that the quantity of evidence cited 
is not adequate as a basis for any definite conclusion, particularly 
with regard to dating. 

Further than this the evidence does not allow us to go, and we 
are brought back to the little we know of the date of rotary 
querns in this country and in the area under consideration in par
ticular. The Yorkshire querns listed have, unfortunately, no 
associations, but querns of a short bee-hive type without the low 
angle of the grinding surface and with wide feedpipes came from 
the Roman site at Templeborough near Rotherham. Few of the 
East Anglian querns have any associations, but several from Col
chester ( those listed as from the Joslin Collection) come from the 
Roman City, and one in Ipswich Museum, that from Claydon, also 
came from a Roman site. The only example with pre-Roman 
associations is the fragment from the Belgic site at Sheepen Fann, 
Colchester. But the late date of these few querns does not 
necessarily mean that the rotary quern was not introduced into the 
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Northern and Eastern parts of our area until Belgic or Roman times. 
For while it is not only unlikely that a long period would have 
elapsed between the introduction of the rotary quern and its spread 
to the surrounding area, it seems improbable that the large number 
and variety of querns at Hunsbury itself could be confined to Iron 
Age C occupation. Thus, although much of the evidence is either 
negative or sketchy, one may, perhaps, with some confidence ascribe 
the introduction and diffusion of the rotary quern in this as in other 
areas of Britain to Iron Age B inf;luence. 




